on ak u 


/ C OCCASTONAD. & 
: 02.3.2 mm 47 


I. E T T- E R 8 


5 | , | 2 von | | Gy * 
kn 


LD T VAT! 0 Nx £3 


veoy 7H MEANS OF . 3 


RAISING THE SUPPLIES WITHIN THE YEAR, : 
ro ANSWER THE : EXPENCES oF A NECTSSARY yaa} = 


a . 


4 ron e he 
Measunks as would FROBABLY TEND to sECURE GagaTt- | 


BrriTain and its NaTURaL DePsNDENXC1E5s the BuusSinGy 
of Peace upon a (DYVRABLE SYSTEM, 


. we, — 0 | 
al CEO VL "= a ww W.. 
3 ; | i | * T 
„ 4 
By An INDEPENDENT MAN. 
— 4 "©. . . n " 
#27 0 ww 1 * 
| 5 4 
= 
|| 
” ll ' 
* . 
. * = 
* % L 
* , 
4 _ * 
4 1 
$: + a 
: : 
k b. t b 
{ v . ; - Þ 
* —_— * 4 2 "ok. — 
| hey us a_” 1 5 3 * 1 U 
j — * * * _— N * . . 
. + 


pn 15 1 f v5 
| Printed for J. Dop$.ay, in in [Falk Mall; + 
G 8 MDCCLXXX. 


4 
” 
Cr - 
= 
- 
. * 
* 
4 91 7 
- 
- * 
- — 
* 
g's 7 
* 
* 
»” 
„ 
- 
4 o 
- F k 
5 
« F 5 3 
® * 
— 
. N 
- & .* * 8 
4 - Y 
—_ | of * # 
” 
f - 
* 
7 
lad * - : 
* * 1 
8 * - 
* 1 
- 
7 1 
i "= 
1 5. 
£ 
- 
hs . 
* 
* 
* * 
N * 
. 
* 1 4 R 
: 
. 
* 7 2 
mY 
% 
%- * * 
- 
FE 
45 
1 *% 3s 5 
L * 3 - 
bs 's a 
= 
* 
_— 
, N > R 5 
» 
* * * 3 * 3 
* 
. 
”- 
i — 
= 4 , 
» 1x ” * 
77 . 
» 4 * 
" 8 | 
% 
4 . 
þ 18 
* 
= 
4 = 8 " * } 
* 4 * . 
er * 
7 
— 
* 32 
4 
4 * 4 
, + 
« * £ 
c $3 
” „, 
4 F oy ad "2 
A2 1 4 
a . #7 
: e F : 
7 - * - 
- 
1 8 i 4 * , * 


— 
bo 
= 
4 
P 
: 
— 
* 
"% 
o = * 
- 
: 
: 


* 
* 
= 
% 
, 
» * % 
* 
od 
* . 
* 
im 4 
* 
pu " 
8 
* — 
. 
1 
. 
N 
o * 1 
. — — 
o 
” C 4 
A * 
9 9 
8 
a 
1 
* 
4 mw 
- — 
——— —— — ＋ 
% 
6 - 
7 8 
2 
- 
4 * 
1 #4 
9 


+ 


3 ate 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 

HE LxTTERS contained in this col- 

lection have already appeared in an 
Evening PapRR ſeparately, without ſeem- 
ing to have excited cenſure (except in one 
inſtance, which, as will be ſeen, was no- 
ticed in the next Paper without being replied 
to). This has induced the Author to pub- 
liſh them in the following form, with very 


little alteration in the compoſition. They _ 


will be found to contain ſome opinions en- 
tirely his own, particularly thoſe reſpeds 
ing contributions from the Stocks, which, 
being founded on rational grounds of af- 
furance- againſt r15k,. upon principles of 
equity and economy, and being joined with 
others which. are all ſo calculated as.not to 
interrupt the current by which riches flow, 
it is hoped they will appear as little liable to 
exception as any hitherto offered. - 

The other matters he ſpeaks of are of the 
firſt magnitude ; in treating of which he is 
far from daring to decide what is beſt to be 
done. His early years being fpent in Ame- 
rica, where he was many years employed as 
an Officer in the Navy, of courſe gives him 

N wa ſome, 


5 
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| 
| 


1 
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ſome advantages over the generality of his 


fellow-ſubje&s; and if what he has preſumed 


to ſay upon the modes of conciliation with 


that Country, and upon naval ſubjects, 
only furniſh one fingle hint which may be 


wrought to public benefit, he will have a 


ſufficient equivalent for all that pain he expe- 


- riences in obtruding his indigeſted thoughts 


in ſo homely a dreſs" © 
His object is truly no other than to pro- 
mote national ſecurity and permanent peure; 


wyhich to him ſeems irreconcileable with our 


retention of ſo many remote, and ſeveral of 
them burthenſome, or unproductive terti- 
tories, bordering upon the dominions of other 
powerful States; or holding it as a State 
maxim, That the Colonies and our Siſter 
Iſland ought to be ſubje& to our Parliametit, 
eſpecially when it cannot be made appear to 
be either to their intereſt, or to that of the 
community at large, that ſuch à fy 


- ſhould continue to exiſt for the future. 


*# It is neceſſary to premiſe, that Letter I. was not 
publiBed till March 2 ; and the Reader is deftred to ob- 
ſerve; that Mr, Epen's Plan “ for an additional Land- 
Tax is the ſame as that propoſed in Letter XVII. in- 
ſer ted in the WHITEHALL EvENnING-PosT of Augu/t 5. 


In his Four Letters to Liyd Carliſu, page i08- 
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OCCASIONAL LETTERS, &. 
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LETTER: I 


The following Letter was preſented to the Miniſter upon the 
day it is dated, and is with extreme diffidence expoſed to 
public attention. It however claims regard, . becauſe it 
may give confidence to thoſe that think we are on the 
brink of Bankroptcy ; as the Author endeavours to ſhew 
the Stockholder, the Landed Men, and Men of-every de- 
ſcription, that if the Taxes are not allowed to accumu- 
late upon the neceſſaries of life ſo as; to cramp trade, 
without immediately affecting their annual income to any 
conſiderable amount, Government may be enabled to 
defend their rights for many ſucceſſive Ran, .or indeed 
for ever; while upon the principle which actuates a Mer- 
chant that inſures his property when at riſk, they will 
lend their aid by ſabſcrihiag a part to ſecure the re- 
mainder; and money will never be wanting, as the public 
expences will be ever circulating, and there will be al- 
ways Buyers of the contributive ſhare mentioned o be 
given by the Stockholder, as well as People ready and 
willing to buy the Anticipations of an AArORrIAce Re- 
venue, as the income would be perfectly lecure, and the 
value exactly calculated, by reaſon it would be little liable 
to fluctuation. Property being the only object of Taxa» 
tion, the more ſimple the mode of coming at it, che leſs 
it will coſt Government to levy ; and the taxing nece 
Jaries of life beyond what Trade will bear, "would be 
bad policy, as for a Landlord to rack his Tenants ſo as 
to take them leave their Farms. And ſuch would be the 
cCaſe with our Manufacturers; if the means of ſubſiſtence 
is diſproportioned to their wages, or the 7 their com- 
modities will produce, they muf? and w//! guit the Coun- 
try, or become chargeable to the. Pariſhes. © 


To the Rr. Hon. LORD NOR T E. 


TAKE the liberty to ſuppoſe the time ar- 
1 rived when we can no longer extend THT 
tion upon articles of general conſuinption, for 
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fea, of affecting our Manufacturers in ſuch a 
manner, às to make it impoſſible for them to 
fupply Foreign Markets upon ſo low terms as 
their Rivals in Trade of other Nations, and 
when a further extenſion of Taxes upon Luxury 
would occaſion People of Fortune to ſeek 4 
Country where they . enjoy the elegancies 
of life at an eaſier rate than at home. At ſuch 
a time, the Creditors of Government would 
fear, leſt the Taxes.appropriated to pay them 
their intereſt,” would: fail to produce à ſufficient 
_ #molint ; and if we ſnould then be engaged in a 
war, they would likewiſe fear, that for want of 
reſourees Government would be under a neceſſity 
of taking great liberties with their property, or 
otherwiſe be in danger of being ſubverted and 
overthrown, and their '<ohole Property in that 
eaſe Ie (no ſpecies of property ſo much depend- 
ing upon ehe maintenance of the preſent Govern- 
ment as that Which is inpeſted in the Ammo te 
At ſuch a time, the ey would moſt probably 
to find themſelves in a ſituation 10 be a Ide — 
act for themſelves, and give heir alliſtance to 
Gorerbchent. 5 

To prepare for ſo Kittel a Period (vieh all 
men agree muſt ſooner or later arriye), I would 

ropoſe the Proptietors of the Funds ſhould, be 
recommended to form à Committee, or Repre- 
ſentative Body, by ballot or otherwiſe; Which 
5 ſhould 4 empowered by Parliament to do 
they- judged  eceſaty for the ſupport of 

Government, upon which their whole property 
depends. The intereſts of the Nations Credi- 
tors (Foreigners as well ds Natives) being ſeen 
ide o be ſo interwoven with th6ſe of the State; and 
| Nation i in "Ureſiticdrign T have ſuppoſed (that 


we 


1 

e could not proceed one ſtep further in taxin 

either the Luxuries or Neceffaries of Life), 
would it not be for the interef of the Stock- 
holders. to. prope/e to, remit to Gayernment one 
or two. per cent. of their ſeveral capitals, pro- 
bably annex ing conditions reſpecting contribu- 
tions from landed and all other property ?—A 
grant of two per cent. would produce more than 
cwo millions and à half, at f e preſent price of 
Stocks, and each individual would only feel 
A diminution of a goth part of his income. The 
contribution being given, Public Faith would be 
no way violated ; the dread of a total loſs (which 
1 preſume is the cauſe of the preſent very low 
price-of Stocks) would be removed ; the con- 
tribution would be continually circulating, and 
every one partaking by himſelf or his connec- 
tions; People would feel the effect gradually ; 
Foreigners concerned in our Funds would be 
neceſſitated to contribute, and thereby much 
money retained that would otherwiſe go abroad; 
People's incomes would be taxed in proportion 
to the receipt; and if a mode of railing all fu- 
ture ſupplies had the ſame e, articles of 
Luxury and the Neceſſaries of Life need not be 
further taxed, which would remove the motive 
for People of Fortune, as well as Manufacturers, 
quitting this Country ; and the money owing 
=e Government being ſtill the ſame (only the 
contributiye part haying changed hands), the 


me, if people's annual incomes were in 

taxed upon receiving, as is the caſe in the Land-Tax. A 
Aris wy conifideration, Ned by taxing Money by re- 
ceipt Ots annual prodyce),. all who have property here, a 
7ebde abroad, ould he made 6 contribu Ut i. f. 
 $#rity and defence. he. f Fi 14 «,:71 ** | 2 i | 
d . B32 National 


. . . ( 4 ) 

National Debt (ſtrange as it may ſeem) would 
remain one conſtant reſource (to be applied to in 
war and public commotions only) never to be en- 
creaſed (in the funding waz), nor ever extin- 
guiſned. As by my plan, the Stockholder gives 

a part of his principal, ſo ought every Tradi 
and inſuring Company. Money inveſted in Mort- 
gages ought to contribute, andthe Land (or pro- 
perty upon which it is ſecured) ought to be eaſed 
In proportion. The Landed Property would 
then be more equally zaxed than at preſent ; and 
inſtead of funding, people might be invited to 
ſupply Government by purchaſing exemption from 
Land-Tix for a certain number of years, and by 
anticipatuig the un-appropriated Taxes. In an- 
ſwer to a Friend's queſtion, How will Foreigners 
agree to the diſpoſal of their Property ?—I fay, 
they would be only in the ſame ſtate as the fo- 
reign Proprietors of India or -Bank' Stock, who 
are bound by the acts of their Directors. The 
declared purpoſe of the meaſure recommended, 
muſt be to ſupport the Credit of the Stock. 
The Committee's buſineſs is to watch its In- 
Fereſts, and to conduct themſelves by prudential 
conliderations only. They will be ready to 
adopt any meaſure to quiet the minds of the Pro- 
priectors; and it is preſumed that Stocks will ra- 
ther riſe than fall, when it is ſeen that a well- 
. concerted plan is about to be adopted, which 


— 


will connect the Landed with the Monied In- 


tereſt, and hend them ſo together, that they will 


make a common cauſe, and will be egially ſecure; 
— that Government muſt for ever have re- 
ſources by calling upon Property only to defend 
it ſelf. Ihle meaſures would be extremely po- 
Pular too, as the Miniſter might declare the 


common 


'4 


* 


VS 

common People ſhould never feel any further im- 
ſitions upon articles they conſume. © 
- By'the advice of a ſmall circle of Independent 
Men, I offer the above to your Lordſhip*s'conſi- 
ren 757 = EE TT TG 
: HFave the honour to be, &c. 
e 50 2000 Gere 
P. S. I have ſaid what two per cent. would 
probably produce; but the Committee would 
aſſuredly contribute according to the exigency, and 
according to what other property contributed; 
and I (et out with preſuming, they would ſee the 
impolicy of a further extenſion of Taxes which 
aff Trade, -and thereby reduce the produce of 
thoſe Taxes appropriated to pay them their Intereſt, 
eſpecially at a time when Government would be 
unable to give them redreſs or aſſiſtance. Rai- 
ſing ſupplies by my method would let tbe People 
ſee what the war really coſts them, Had this been 
the caſe in former wars, we ſhould not have 
urſued them with a view to extend or add to 
our Territory beyond the Atlantic, at the ex- 
nce of a Mortgage of our Property here. But 
15 attained the original object, we ſhould have 
confined our views to the deſtruction of the 
Enemy's Trade, by which they would have been 
ſufficiently humbled, and our Country rather 
enriched than impoveriſhed, as a Naval War 
might be eaſily ſupported without further 
Funding. | | 

In illuſtration of the plan above-mentioned, 
let us ſuppoſe, that A being poſſeſſed of 1001, 
Stock, is willing to remit two per cent. of his 
capital, which B ſupplies ; ſo that A will receive 
intereſt of 98, and þ of 2. In ſuch caſe, and 
Was the war to continue 15 years more, A —_ 
. % 1 0 :, : a. 1 1 1 


+, 


ſtill poſſeſs 60 per cent, of his capital, which ig 


as much as his Stock would ſell for now; where- 
as, if ſome ¶ectual and great Plan is not ſtruck 
out, Government, in the preſent mode of bor- 
rowing, would, after a war of but few years, 
with accumulating burthens and progreſſive 
premiums, be totall pl at a ſtand , in which caſe, 
1t muſt take from Individuals at diſcretion, or the 
whole fabrick of the State fall, and become a 
Prey to the common hank 
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LETTER u. 


- March 2 3,1 259. 
WILL -not arrogate to myſelf any merit from 
my Letter which you publiſhed Aarch a, 


the future mode and objects of bad 


notwichſtanding it has not been replied to, a 
on that account, I may — it con ood 
nothing very contrary to general opinion. My 
intention was to ſhew the Reſources, n 
try to be ſufficient at all times, when Property 

the moſt dirati way ſhould be called upon in 


of Government in ſuch a manner, as not jp | 


cramp Induſtry, nor make it the intereſt of Pe 


of any degree to emigrate. J rg it has 
ſome effect in preventing deſpondency,, The 
Stocks have riſen in their value ſince that time 
but I will not be vain enough to ſoppoſe from 
any confidence my Letter may have given. Let, 
as I know ſome individuals who have really been 
more ſatisfied than they were previous to 
Publication (and acknowledge it to be the cauſe) 
I may conclude it has had the like effect upon 
ſome others. Upon that account, I ilk. ſome 
more able Pen would undertake to ſhew in hat 
manner Property in general could be taxed- q, 
as that not only the Neceſſaries of Life, but the 
Luxuries likewiſe, ſhould undergo no further 
Taxation; for it muſt be conſidered, that the 
Luxuries of the Rich give the means of ſitfiſtence to 


the induſtrous Mechanic and Manufaurtr. The 


views of Government ſhould therefore be con- 
fined to the means of meeting Property with A 
| Tax, in whatever way it may be inveſted.” N 


(4 7 
To illuſtrate this; let us ſuppoſe a means 
adopted which would bring Annual Incomes into 
view, and that then Governmeat ſhould demand 
a proportionable ſum from every one towards the 
exigencies of the State. 
A perſon poſſeſſed of 1001. 3 per cents. value 60, 
ing, according to my Plan, 2 per cent. or the 
oth part of his capital for ever, which is equal 
ul 2s. although he Feels but the loſs of the 
ereſt of that ſum in his annual income, viz. 
18. 22d. yet he has been a means of furniſhing 
Government with more than three millions Stock, 
ſuppoſing the National Debt 150 millions. This 
mode of Stockholders giving their = 
would make people ſhy/of purchaſing: Stock, if 
thoſe who had money in hand to diſpoſe of did 
not find chat, turn their thoughts which way 
they would, Government had taken care to 
meet them with a proportionable Tax. To do 
 Which;' till a better mode is pointed out, allow 
me to mention (another Plan differing from my 
former, in which there would be no occaſio 
| for” atiticipating the unappropriated Revenu 
that of l receipts for net annual proceeds of 
| Money, Houſes, Land, Employments, &c. being 
obliged to be given upon Stamp Paper, of a 
value proportioned to the amount, or otherwiſe 
not to be valid“ (Property, however, to be 
By this le would not have it in their 
to A. ee 8 — put themſelves in the * 
of their Tenants, Kc. and would be liable to the penal 
*- "conſequences, which might be made - for forfeiture of 
Leaſes, &c. | 6) 102974 
The Writer obſerves, that the bare intimation of the 
Supplies being (probably) in future to be raiſed within the 
/yoar, which was thrown out by the —_— 
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taxed but once; in caſes of mortgage, &c. the 
Mortgage, Anngltantz or other incumbrances, 
to remit to the Mortgager proportionable to the 
ſum lent).' In ſuch caſe, the Monied Man would 
haye better bw to prefer the; Stocks than he 
has at pre. ſent, as e would ſee they were 
ſecure from a certainty of National. Reſources, * 
that they were 19. more affected than Pro 1 — 
general ; he would therefore not he 

inveſt his Money (i . he cbuld) in that part of _ 
Stock . which would come to market every year 
that The Stock holders-were called upon. 

as. the f ſum 41 by them) to be diſpoſed, of. 
would he im all, in pro ortion to w. Mt is not 
funded . year, t Stocks eneral 
would cer rainly rile, the good cies — 


within the year accompliſhed, and the .cauſes 
of the emigration of 177 ople remoyed in 4 
degree, as the Neceſſaries of Life would nat require. 
* to, 5 ur kber s and the Rich would not have 
sf, Life cheaper av ow * 


2 obs 25 Cr! 


2 had the ffe& of raifing ae to a ar 
— bt, 4gfare the India news; gerbap, | confidering that 
＋ the Monied Men 2 the ſame — 
— the Government now. opens for them ear it is n 

ted 1 Barrow : for if 14 Fundin I an end, the 
will be obliged to puteh&e O/# Sitck;' and hould that not 
be taxed. in fome mode, it will be more valuable than any 
ether Property,, a Wl other 592 5 muſt undergo the more 


Jevere T. : <p. be hy an 
bo re ND e tet, ee ben 


S «© 25 
1 2 wid dots e ring pron open ng he 
5 Y 7 og 8 Arad and Borrowing, which be 
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ws "Ir "View G A Mag n we for Sept. 1779. 


pointed out bond |S Te Fa js humbly. pre- 
ſumed), be attained, che raiſing the, Supplies 
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51 1 TEL, ry . 2 "1 April 6, 1779. 
40 what 1 have ſaid in my former Letters 
let me add, that the modes of Taxation, 
ke erto adopted have always had in view the 
Healing upon the Public in ſuch a manner as to 
be but little attended to, being generally a light 
Tax upon this article, then. upon another, and 
ſo on, until every Individual now pays to an 
enormous amount. People have not co fideted 
that they were every year rendering thir, income 
leſs and Teſs equal to their” expences, and that the 
encreaſe of the National Debt ought to be * 
ſidered a, mortgage of more and more of their B, er, 
periy; it wer Be the ſame thing whether they { 
5 per cent? =o the Articles the wif 
neceffarily ee or reckive ? 5 per Wi 1s 
from thi "Pitates; their M hey or their Em- 
plopments. wy 4 c ERIE r 
But People ire 5 to 790 this ite 
_ ficular conſideration, and they will 7þ N85 fr 
that were my — to be hy ted, a 2 of” 
would ſuffice;Gpyernment, as yo hc: ani 
their gusta at: an eaſſer rate individually than collec- 
tively.— Suppoſing people were obliged to bor- 
row or mortgage for t that putpoſe, they cannot be 
obliged to pay more than Siper cent, per ann. 
And as Government would have done borrowing 
upon account of the Public, there would 
money enough in circpfsxion ko, be lent on pria 
vate ſecurity; and this would bring out mone 
from all pars, which hae 1 ca locked ip,ib ſmall. 
ſums in private hands. eing the object of 
their ſecurity, as in the cale,0 H Mortgazies more 
teadily would lend than they now are willing to 
do 


« ww }Þ 


do upon National Credit (witneſs the high pre- 
mium Government gives, while a great deal of 
money is lent out at 4 per cent. upon real ſe- 
curity). But the beſt effect of all would be, 
that the Nation would not be deceived into a 
notion that they were enriching themſelves by a 
proſperous war, when in fact they are conquer- 
ing Iſlands that muſt return to the original Poſ- 
ſeſſors, and, if not, from whence no Revenue 
can ever be drawn. In the preſent inſtance, the 
Inhabitants of St. Lucie gain by their change of 
Maſters, and are become Rivals to the People 
of our own Iſlands, in that they will be able to 
ſend their Commodities to Market at an eaſier 
rate of Inſurance than before they were taken, 
will have the ſame Markets as our own People, 
and all the advantage will center in France. 
I do not mean, however, to depreciate: the 
merit of the Conquerors. Their conduct is above 
all praiſe! 'But my Plans only extend to (the 
deſtruction of the Navy of France) the aefence of 
our preſent Poſſeſſions, and the recovery of our 
former Friends upon terms of perfect equality. I 
would have 20 preference annexed to a native of 
Britain. An American-Bricon ſhould feel him- 
ſelf equal in every reſpect. hat merit does a 
man derive from the latitude or longitude in which 
He happens to be born? And | am confident if our 
Rulers were even now to adopt that mode of ſpeak- 
ing, we ſhould engage the majority of that Country 
in our favour. I would have the terms Depen- 
dence and Independence never uſed upon the occa- 
ſion. The preliminary ſhould be, that all future 
laws ſhould have equality as their primary object, 
where the joint or ſeparate intereſts came in 
queſtion, And let Commiſſaries or Committees, 
C 3 de 
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delegated by each Country, ſettle all differences 
in mean time, a general ceſſation of arms 
with America, upon ſolemn promi/e that the Pre- 
liminary Article will be the Bounds of either's 
demands. 27 | 1 18th 
In this caſe, and when all was ſubſided, and 
a ſolid Union taken place, I ſhould be pleaſed 
to ſee his Majeſty confer Honours upon thoſe 
who'have ſtood forward to acquire their Country» 
men the diſtinguiſhed appellation of Free Ameri - 
can-Britons, | This would cement our Union, 
and bring us into temper with each other. ' 
As to their Debts, it is part of the Price of 
their Freedom; they may ſettle them among 
themſelves, as we muſt ours; theirs will chiefly 
fall upon our Neighbours over the Water, who 
may get paid as they can—we ſhall hardly aſſiſt 
them in the recovery. America grown to ma- 
turity, we aſſociate with in future under the ſame 
King; and ſuppoſing that Ages to come it may 
become the Seat of the Sovereign, what will our 
Children have reaſon to regret, as they will have 
had their choice where to reſide?— And as the 
Soil, Climate, and Advantages, may be in its 
favour, ſhall we now contend where the Seat of 
Government ſhall be in future Ages? 
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| | | | April 25, 1779. 
BEG leave to dilate a little upon what I 

| advanced in my laſt, where I ſaid; the words 
% Dependence” and Independence“ - ought 
to be entirely dropt relative to America, and 
* Equality” ſubſtituted. I ventured likewiſe 
to ſay, © Were our RuLtxs even now to adopt 
t that language, we ſhould engage the majority 
& of that Country in our favour.” — In ſay ing 
ſo, I ſpeak not at random; and as I truſt it is 
all the People of either Country wiſh, and the 
Soyereign can deſire, I yet hope to ſee it take 
effect very ſuddenly. It ſurely will appear to 
every one to be the intereſt of both Countries to 
be leagued together under one Sovereign, each 
People retaining their diſtinct Rights, and nei- 
ther, as a People, ſubordinate to the other. 
Cicero ſays in his Epiſtles, © * In eyery new 
&«& Alliance it muſt be conſidered, what are the 
„ firſt ſteps to be made, and by what recom- 
* mendation the paſſage is to be opened to 
* Friendſhip,” In this cafe, let us freely and 
without reſerve declare, that an American-Briton 
is, and ought. to be, as free as a Native Briton 
that this Country is ready to ſhake hands upon 
terms of PERFECT EQUALITY. There yet ſubſiſts 
ſo natural an affinity between us, that I do not 
fear but, notwithſtanding what has paſſed, 
America will believe us ſincere, and moſt heartily 


7 Cicero Ep. ad Fam. 13, 10, "cel 
| accept 


( 4.") 


accept the propoſal. We already have gone 
as far in FAcT by the Propoſals made to them 
by our Commiſſioners, only that we have not 
yet thought proper to ſpeak out explicitly. 
There wanted the preliminary declaration, You 
Hall be free and equal, and not ſubject to Great 
Britain as a People, but make part of the Em- 
pire, and we will be aſſociated together for 
mutual benefit.“ Americans and Britons ſerved 
together laſt war; we then fought and conquered 
together, and were perfectly friendly as indivi- 
duals; even then the People FELT the ſubordi- 
nation they were under to this Country“: and.I 
aſſure you, the thinking men among them fore- 
told the ſtruggles that would happen for equa- 
lity; and they did not deſpair but it would be 
brought about without the dreadful conſe- 
quences that have happened, as they hoped the 
Juſtice and xxyeprency of the meaſure would 
operate to effect, and they thought this Country 
Would not venture to riſk a total ſeparation.— 
"Union and Equality be now the terms propoſed; 
America will then ſoon diffolve her inp ow 


The Author is a proof in his own perſon, that 
(che Americans -x2$15TEÞ the idea of ſubjection to our 
LAWs even before LasrT Wan; the Merchants of Boſton 
Having employed two of their ableſt Lawyers {Otis and Kent) 
to defend the Captain and Crew of a ſloop that reſiſted a 
boat ſent from a man of war (the Vulture ſloop) in which he 

1 was ſent to examine the veſſel for contraband goods; and 

TH. notwithſtanding the veſſel was found to have ſuch, goods op 

It board, and was condemned as an illicit Trader with the In- 

| dians, and in reſiſting killed two of the Crew, and wound- 

| ed ſeveral; yet, by management, the murder was deemed 

Manſlaughter by the Jury that decided upon it at Halifax; 

| _ notwithſtanding * the Inhabitants of Halifax, ſince its firſt 
eſtabliſhment, have eyer ſubſiſted on the Bounty of Great 
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with France, upon a principle of prudence; tlie 
People will not bear to be ſhackled with Treaties 
that hinder them from embracing their Country- 
men, *NtaR RELATIONS, and old Friends; Com- 
merce will regain its former channel; they will 
dread the conſequence of aggrandizing France 
upon the ruin of this Country, as in the- end 
they would be involved in our: fate; and Peace 
would very ſoon follo their acceding to the 
Terms offered; or if not having them on our 
ſide, we ſhould huve nothing to fear. 
014 en 507 NL eee dee . ach 
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The Pamphlet alluded to in the folfpwing Lettér, ſpeaks of 
the Letter to Lord North f the 17th of December, in the 


following tema: 1 ũ 10 ation 277 
A Letter to Lord North has appeared in the Evening 
« Papers, which ſeems worthy of notice.. 
He afterwards, ſays, * The Writer appears to have hit 
«© upon a Plan which, under ſome well-concerted Regula- 
tions, we could wiſh to ſee carried into execution“ 
After which he gives the Better as it was publiſhed, and. 
coneludes: Thus ends this, Writer's Letter. It is Jeft to the 
judgment of others, whether to adopt his method gf letting 
« the Debt remain as it is; or ours, bf wiping out to a cer> 
« tain amount; or, whether either will ; Hed ? 


4 JA ES i £401 111 ö 
54 8 | 3, 1779. 
HAVE juſt caſt, my, eye over the publica- 
tion lalled. Obſervations on the” Natioal 
ebt, . &c. printed for Mes. Dl, and am 
happy to find my Letter to Lord North of the 
17th December laſt meets the Authors appro- 
f ES: bation, 
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bation; eſpecially as I conceive him to be what 
he ſtiles himſelf, 4 fincere Well. wißßer of his 
Country, and that with as humble an opinion of 
his abilities (and I hope and believe with as 
pure a deſign as myſelf) he nevertheleſs ventures 
to ſubmit his opinions to the Public. As he 
takes no notice of my ſubſequent Letters, I 
preſume his publication wasmade prior to their 
appearance but having left my Addreſs with 
his Publiſners, I hope to be favoured with his 
ſentiments (in à private correſpondence) upon 
what I have advanced. In the mean time, I 
deſire you will exhibit the following elucidation 
of my Scheme of Cautrilutian (L will not call it 
Taxation). | 
We muſt ſet out with ſuppoſing, that Govern- 
ment have” fixed a 8 to fubd no more 
Dog. for the — r (December 17), 
ar for any other. reaſons, of due weight, Say 
then that it is made known to the World, that 
the policy of the State in future willi be to call 
upon all kind of Property to furniſh, in the 
moſt equal manner, a certain proportion to 
pe to ſuch purpoſes as have no other ten- 
deney than general ſafety and ſecurity. Let the 
Proptietors of Stock know, that they now 
poſſeſs a Property which will riſe very high in 
its valtie, becauſe" alf the money required will 
| be raiſed; within the year, and copſequently the 
. Circulation will bring to their Market thoſe 
People who formerly had a ſhare of the New 
Funds auI created. 
\ But they m be told, they are not to ebe 
enjoy the advantage at the expence of ather 
Property; for that as their Marker would fill 
with Buyers, ſo as co zaiſe the Funds far above 
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par, were they not, as well as other Property, 
to give an aid to Government, ſo they muſt 
of neceſſity (and they may well afford it) con- 
tribute towards the wants of the State. I would 
wn my life, that when this is ſufficiently: 
nown, all people will ſee that a due proportion 
being found between the Monied and Landed 
Intereſt, that no Perſons would be againſt ſupply- 
ing Government, by a diminution of their income 
in the annual proceeds, ſuch as could be obtained by 
having Receipts upon Stamps in proportion to 
the amount, rather than by an increaſe of Taxes 
upon conſumable Commodities, affecting both 
Rich and Poor. The ſimplicity of the Mode of 
railing the Money recommends itſelf; and, as I 
have ſaid, no evaſion can (with ſafety to the 
Parties) take place. | 1 1 
It is Property alone that can furniſh Money; 
and who would not rather pay two per cent. on 
receiving his Rent, Intereſt, or Annuity, Sc. 
than allow Government to lay 3 per cent. upon 
what he is obliged to conſume, one-third of 
which neceſſarily goes to the numerous Receivers, 
in the form 1 Salaries, &c. The proportion 
the Stocks ought to pay would be known after 
the firſt year by the effet; and if when Land 
paid four ſhillings, the Stock-holder was to give 
two per cent. and Government had the Three 
Million Stock it would produce to diſpoſe of 
(which would not be a third of what has come 
to Market in a year), Stocks were yet to riſe 
from the glut of Money at that Market, the 
contribution ought then to riſe to a larger 
amount :—ſo that a Man poſſeſſed of a given 
ſum, looking every way to lay it out, ſhould be 
at a diffieulty to find _ manner of employing 
| | it 


„„ 

it more beneficial than another. The chief atten- 
tion then would be to place it where he could 
have his Dividends moſt regularly paid. This 
he would find to be from the Stocks; and this 
only would occaſion them to be ſold propor- 
tionably dearer than Land, and produce ſome- 

thing leſs than grape lent on Mortgage. 
This Mode w prevent the cry of the 
mam, who feel e every encreaſe of Taxes 
the Neceffaries of Life, and who, never- 
theleſs, muſt not be left to periſh, as they are 
the Pillars of the State. T o make the Fabric 
laſting, they muſt have due attention paid them. — 
Live they muſt, or the Land will remain uncul- 
tivated,” and Manufactures ceaſe of courſe. It 
will therefore be leſs felt to lay down your 
Money at receiving, than pay a higher price for 


the numerous articles n now become Necefſaries of 
8 5 
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[The following Letter appeared in the Whitehall Fonsi 
Poſt, and is here inſerted with the Anſwer, to ſhew t a. | 
the Author is far from deũ ring to with-hold other People v. | 
| ſentiments, and, upon a liberal plan, would rather meet 
than elude thoſe who differ with him in opinion ; the 
: matters he treuts of Being tntaiit to be rather propoſed ſor 
ler Mer to viſeuſe; in infiſted upon as Political Bogtias 3 
and this he defires may be underſtood throughöut! ) 
eee ler. e 
As the Scheme of in 1 8 Faid: 
vunts elueidation, you are deſired. to 
inſert the following: | 
The Scheme of to raiſe money for 
Government on Stock Property, ſeems to many 
to be the moſt dangerous affair that ever was 
propoſed to the Public. To give a Prime Mini- 
{ter leave to dip his hands in the Stocks, with- 
out having ſomething better than a patliamen- 
tary check on him, is next to giving your Pro- 
perty away; and to fay Miniſters ſhall go ſo far 
and no farther, is talking ridiculouſly. The 
Scheme muſt have the ſanction of Parliament; 
and when that is once obtained, who ſhall ſtop a 
venal Majority, who ate ready to ſwallow all 
they can get, and laugh at the Public? It is 
matter of great wonder Dr. Price, or ſome other 
able Calculator, does not help * to per- 
fect his Scheme, or expoſe to the Public the 
cloven Foor of a Miniſterial Tool. | | 
A HonesT ExqQuiRER. 
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LETTER, VII. 


| n ee e AR May 25, 1779. 
MAKE no doubt but that the Honeſt Enquirer 
is à very well-meaning Gentleman; but 1 
much fear his diſcernment is by no means equal 
to his honeſty. In the preſent inſtance, he has 
been extremely haſty in drawing a concluſion, 
without the leaſt attention to the premiſes. Let 
him be pleaſed to recollect, that the offer of the 
Stockholders (ſee my Letter of March 2) 1s 
to be entirely voluntaiy; that they are to be 
Maſters of the conditions upon which their con- 
tribution is to be given: his objections will then 
vaniſh into air. | n SOIT 
* has no right to expect ſo able an 
Adverſary as Doctor Price (he hopes to have 
him on his ſide) ; neither is he the Hireling this 
Gentleman would inſinuate. An Honeſt Enquirer + 
will never fail of doing juſtice when he has it in 
his power; and the Printer of theſe Letters will 
ſatisfy any Enquirer (equally unreferyed) of the 
perfect Independency of * ® 455 
I think there will remain no doubt of my 
being of a different complexion from what your 
late Correſpondent conjectures, if he will give 
this and 84 following Letters the ſmalleſt at- 
tention. . | | | ot 


LETTER 
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* | May 25, 17 79. 
"HIS Seſſion of Parliament has plainly evin- 
eed the truth of what I preſumed to inti- 
mate (Dec. 15) concerning an approaching Era 
in the National reſources ; and upon conſider- 
ing the mighty efforts to obtain ſufficient to pay 
the Intereſt (only) of the laſt Loan, it muſt very 
plainly appear how neceſſary it is for ſome great 
and effectual Plan to be put en train ſuited to 
that unparalleled expence with which the opera- 
tions of Government are carried into execution. 
It caunot be much longer that ſuch poor ex- 
tents as we have lately fallen upon, will poſ- 
ibly furniſh Intereſt and Douceurs 8 8˙ future 
Loans. — : 
To enſure future ſopblies, I have propoſed 
equirable contributions from every ſpecies of 
Property, and which can be eaſily and ſatisfac- 
torily obtained, if the propoſed Committee of 
Stockholders do but take place. My Plan is 
ſafe, will always be adequate, and will aſſuredly 
have the Multitude in its favour. It will not en- 
creaſe Court- influence, nor create new Offices; 
it will ceaſe with the neceſſity that cauſed it, and 
leave every man a certain income when Peace is 
reſtored, And as I have faid in former Letters, 
we ſhall ſeek peace and ſecurity more than extent 
of dominion, as we ſhall not be ſo likely to be 
deceived into an opinion as formerly, that while 
we are puſhing the War 4zyond the original object, 
we are obtaining by conqueſt what will com- 
penſate for our expences, but ſhall ſee we are 
W the ſubſtance in Purſuit of a 3 ; 
or 


1 
for our eyes will . what ce We really 
- coſts us. 

At preſent, like Spendehrifts, we abby: enquire 
how much more Intereſt we have to pay. We 
no allow Miniſters, to borrow (for us) at ſexen 

lion whereas if Indiyiduals were to ſupp! 
yernment with the groſs ſum wanted, in due 

— . — 8 their property, they 
e might be une with their propre — 
tion at four or five at the moſt. ny 
IF I poſſeſs, Property, I can borrow upon it), 
oug t 5 able do to pa towards its defence; and 

need not employ Miniſters to borrow for me. If 
I haye none, Ad ought to have n demand, ex- 
cepting that perſonal ſervice: I owe che Commu- 
nity in which 1 ſtand as an iadividual, and to 
q end which, upon e call, both meln 
and poor ought to be, and are liable. 

In endeavouring to obviate difficulties in . 
ſing money, I have it in view to alter the mode 
in ſuch a manner as to affect the People of For- 
* only. They only have, or had, any views in | 
reducing America to ſubmiſſion: The Manu - 
facturer, the Mechani and the Huſbandman, 

_ entertained no hopes of bettering * W 
by ſucceſs in TOES hopeleſs meaſure. 5 

| Why THEN. SHOULD'THEY re THE: * 
BUT FOR A MOMENT ?— They all to a man would 
- wiſh to ſee the Americans on a level with. them- 

ſelves; and this is all, the Americans have de- 
fired. Had we but a little; while ago adopted 
this mode of expreſſion, or were we now gare. 
ſervedh and heartily to ſay, We all agfee to ad- 
mit, that America ſhall be put upon a perfect 
&« ſevel with Great- Britain; we will conſine our- 
«© '{elyes to this in future negociations as the 7ſt | 


principle, 
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« principle, and we invite them to accede to the 
e propoſal of a Union, with ſincere aſſurance of 
meeting them halt-way ; we will withdraw aur 
ce troops, and ceaſe hoſtilities by ſea and land, upon 
* their ſolemn promiſe of eo ty Agron terms. 
« of equality; —we ſhould. then ſee the whole 
Country, upon a principle of. ſelf-intereſt, de- 
ſerting thoſe Leaders who ſtood out for a Separa- 
tion, or adhered to the Alliance with France; as 
it requires no pains to ſhew them, how much 
more advantagequs it wquld be to make a part 
of the Britiſh Dominions to be reſpectable as 
Members of this Empire, than divided into diſ- 
tinct Provinces, without a mediating power (ſuch 
as would be the King's) to reconcile and adjuſt - 
differences, that would otherwiſe ſuhſiſt between 
them; and an executive power to enforce the 
Laws, and conduct the defence of the whole 
againſt any Power diſpoſed te N its har- * 

mony. I indulge myſelf with the thought of 

ſeeing matters come to an iſſue in a manner ſome- 
+ thing like the following: N. 

PROPOSALS from G. B. to agree to UNION. 
TO begin by offering a ceſſation of arms, 
provided the American Congreſs will renounce 
their Alliance with France, and appoint Deputies 
to meet Commiſſioners appointed by Parliament: 
the inſtructions on each ſide to be, That they en- 
ter upon the buſineſs of accommodation upon an 
equal footing, and have regard to the unity of 
the Empire, under his Majeſty, his heirs, and 
ſucceſſors. The conteſt having hitherto been 
for the rights of the Britiſh Parliament, his right 
of governing the whole upon Revolution Prin- 
ciples has never come into diſpute, and conſe- 
5 quently 
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t 8 
uehtly not to become a matter of debate. 
The interpoſition of Government during the ad- 
Jjuſtment of differences between the Repreſenta- 
| es of each Country, to be avoided: and in 
whatever way they ſettle the mode of connection. 
to have e $5 of the King's approbation. 
It will become a matter of deliberation, whethe 
the Aber ſhall be repreſented in our Parlia- 
ment or no; and they will naturally demand to 
Mare in honours and emoluments, granting their 
own money, &c. &c. which our Commiſſioners 
muſt be inſtructed to accede to; and thus dif- 
putes might terminate in a ſolid and laſting 
union. But if it had only the effect of detaching 
the Americans from the Alliance with France, 
and they were no way connected with us but by 
a compact to unite our intereſts, and counter- 
balance that öf the Houſe of Bourbon, that ter- 
mination would enſure us their trade, and bring 
the moſt ſolid advantages, without the neceſſity 
of entering into a the diſputes.which will for 
ever be ariſing between them and their heigh- | 
bours, and which has already occaſioned fo great 
a part of our National Debt. 
This we ſhould” be neceſſitated to do, if they 
were united with us under one head. In the 
other caſe, they could never expect us to make a 
common cauſe with them, without their inſuring 
to us an indemnification. Dum ar. 
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re 
TFAVING tately perufed the Gazette contain - 
Ting the Ab ra of che Act of Parliament 
t6 prevent migration, I am now convinced there 
is but roo much, reaſon to preſume that the evil I 
dreaded (and ſpoke of in my former Letters), has 
begun to take place: It was, however, perbeps 
impolitic to publiſh the Reſtraming Laws àt this 
time, as it may operate to a contrary effect than 
is intended; for it may 10 plainly Thew that there 
is really better encouragement given by other 
ations, and that our Magufactuters are actually 
550 rating in cobſequence. ed 
This, among other things, may ſhew us that 
we are decliniag very rapidly z, and that it will 
be every day mote and more plain, that we are 
unequal to contend with France and America 
united. To adopt ſome plan whereby the ſup- 
plies can be raiſed without cramping our Ma- 
nufactures, and to break that yet unnatural 
connection now exiſt ng between our eſtranged 
Brethren and their very lately avowed foes, are 
the only means that can ſave us-from ruin. To 
effect the former, | have ventured to point out a 
means of taxing all properly in its annual pro- 
ceeds, by receipt for rent, intereſt, and annuities 
of every kind being upon ſtamped paper, of a 
value proportioned to the amount, together with 
a ſmall contribution to be made by the Stock- 
holders of tbemſelves, by their Committee, pro- 
perly empowered by Parliament. r 
The next conſideration is the detaching Ame- 
rica from France, at any rate; although the 
con- 
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conceſſions on our part be Independency in its 
fulleſt extent. People's minds being now pre- 
pared for that event, it might, I truly believe, be 
ſafely adopted; and the obvious conſequences 
are, that it would operate to revive our connec 
tion by alliance the moſt powerful, that of bur 
mutual intereſts, and Trade might yet recover 
its former channel, To maintain our own Inde- 
pendency, it ſeems now abſolutely neceſſary. we. 
ſhould acknowledge America io, Let us then 
no longer purſue, the phantom of National ſu- 
periority over them; otherwiſe, as our powers 
decline, our Enemies will encreaſe; our manu- 
factures will drop for want of a market; the 
people will migrate to where they can be em- 
ployed in their ſeveral trades; and ruin will. 
overtake us, as the natural effect of not ſooner 
attending to the evident conſequences of our 
unattainable purſuits. tir CEA et 
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{The following appeared about this time in the Londen 
Evening-Pofl.] 


To the CREDITORS of the PUBLIC, 
- | Natives. nd FOREIONERS.. || 


upon every other ſpecies of Property, but fab! 


the wiſe and gloriouſly-ſpirited example of the 
Eaſt-India Company; and for this Ferrat 
each claſs, of Cred pub. 
D LS 
ah fiaue 243 vd AN ODD PROP RIEITOR. 
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LETTER Kl. 


| e Juby 3, 1779. 
HE London . having an ar- 
Iticle (under the ſignature An Old Pro- 
Prietor) that contains the ſame propoſal as mine 
for a contribution from the Stockholders, 
I think it proper to ſay, that I neither know 
the Author of that article, nor of the Pamphler 
publiſhed by. Mefl, Dilly ; and am on that ac- 
count the more emboldened to expreſs a wiſh. 
(while the happy union of ſentiment continues 
to appear among all ranks and defcriptions 
f men towards the ſtrengthening the hands 
of Government), that ſome Monied Men would 
ſtep, forth and declare their willingneſs, to 
| adopt ſome. ſuch. meaſure as we tecomm. .! 

The*ſenſe of the Stockholders might be eafil 

_ enough obtained, upon the queſtion for or agal 

en a Committee, by the queſtion 
being publiſhed in all the Papers in a clear diſ- 
tih& manner; and the anſwer, Yes or No, to ap- 
pear upon the receipt for the next half- year's Di- 
vidend. To prevent any evil * which 
at I propoſe, 
I declare I am perfectly independent, and am of 
too little conſideration to add a ſcruple in the ba- 
lance of Party: Yet I am not without hope that 


my feeble efforts may akg way to the diſco- 


very 


| ( 29. 

very of National De ** tend to concil'ate 
the minds of Britiſh Subjedts oh each fide of tt 
Atlantic. 


P. S. Previous to the raking the ſenſe of the 
' Proprietors by. a majority of voꝛes, it might be 
neceſſary for the Parliament to veſt à certain 
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LETTER XII. 


"Wo: Jul 13, 95. 
40. it Fan the policy of the State to have 
covenanted with the Creditors of Govern- 
ment, that they ſhould be liable to Taxation in a 
degree proportioned to the Land-Tax; fixing 
that for every ſhilling in the pound paid by the 
Land, ſo much would be expected from the 
Stocks, and at the ſame time ſo much from 
Money lent on Mortgage, and the Land — 
eaſed in proportion to what it was mortgage d 
in that caſe, while the balance Trade wil 
Foreigners was in our favour, and in a war we 
did not emit” more money our of the Kingdom 
than that balance amounted; ro (and which I 
preſume in a naval war need not be the caſe,” 
although carried to the utmoſt extent), whatever 
money was in ſuch caſe demanded for national 
purpoſes would - continually circulate, would 
ſtill be within the Nation, and would only 
9 1 Put! in wholecloever be a it was, 


if 
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639 

1 25 + 1:94 hae ould ſti Bagci Ade 
if it on employed, it would ſtill be contributing 


| — # TIT? 1 e eee » 
towards the expences of that Government which 


| underſtood to be free from impoſitions by Parlia- 
ment; and if ever it comes to be otherwiſe, 
it will be ſaid we have violated our faith with the 
preſent Creditors. 1 
The Government having then inconſiderately 
omitted to make ſuch a Covenant, and matters 
being now drawn, to that period (in, Taxation), 
beyond which we muſt not dare to proceed much 
further, we ſhall therefore ſoon have to ſtate to our 
Creditors © the danger their Property is in of 
being entirely extinguiſhed, except they agree to 
give their aſſiſtance: and this I think may be 
very fairly proved; and if fo, the motive of 
ſelt-intereſt | and ſecurity, will have ſufficient, 
weight to produce the effect I have laboured to 
JJJͤĩ 0c cow (nul. £5. 204.1 
In my laſt I ſaid, a queſtion might be ſtated to 
the Government Creditors, deſiring they would, 
at the time of receiving their next Dividend, 
ſignify their aſſent or diſſent to a Committee of 
their oyn body, to act in certain caſes for the 
Whole ; the firſt object of which would be to 
fall upon the means of diſcovering and bringing 
to juſtice the authors of falſe rumours, and de- 
tecting the other arts of thoſe Baſiliſks Who 
faſcinate the underſtandings of the uninformed: 
Stockholders, and ſeize upon their Property as 
theit prey. The ſecond great purpoſe the Com- 
mittee might be uſeful in would be, that of con- 
ciliating the minds of their Brethren, in caſe of 
. any 


98 
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any diſaſtrous ; event really en In that 
1 


caſe, they might be ready to give ch advice 


as the circumſtances 2 require, and by ad- 


miniſtering a t. mely aid to Government, might 
really ſecure their whole Property from * 
extinguiſhed and loſt. 
Io acquire ſulßeien grounds to act 1 upon in 
bring ging this matter to a beating; wit A 
molt dimdence and moſt. hearty. deſire. to be 
aſſiſted, or ſer Tight, if 1 am proceeding, i in a 
wrong courſe, 1 beg. leave ro, offer it as. my 
Haine that H PE ueſtion af the following, import 
be printed on a ſep 
| each Proprietor, or their Attorney, Adminiftra- 
— Executor, or Aſſignee, at the time of their 
figning their Receipt for their Dividend, to 
which r I. would have the Clerks < ire 
every 2 0 would, according to the powers 
they might be furniſhed with (either as Proprietot 
or Truſtee, &c.) give aſſent or diſſent, or Panify 
his acquieſcence in the determination obtained by 
a Ma yority of thoſe that gave their ſuffrage, 
Sdppale it to run thus: 
"4 Proprietor of (or Attorne; | Aſighee; 
Executor, or Adminiſtrator,of B. C. Proprie- 
« tor of (blank to be filled up with ſum, &c.) do 
„hereby fignify (blank , for aſſent, 4. ſent, or 
on . acquieſcence” in the opinion of A Majority whoſe 
| fiffeas e Hall ap 4 ey, on the queſtion, Whether 
— a e . Proprietors may, or ought to 
7 ave, themſelves for the purpoſe of watch- 


6 inte 'of all Govertiment Creditors; and who, 


by F rniſhing themſelves with the” beſt and 
66 "Gitliett intellli igence, m 4 be able to allay un; 


vil 
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arate paper, and produced to 


ing, protecking and ſupporting the general 
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n any cite whatever, ſo that in caſes dries 
krete lech (ſhould ſuch ever _—_— the 
© nAMmetous body of Stockholders (Foreigners 

and Natives) 25 be affured they have à faith. 
ful accdunt of ſuch matters as ufftct theit 
* concerns. And in order ro prevent too nume- 
-« +608" a body, Which might de productive of 
% diſorder in Weir meetings,” it is my opinion, 
none ought to be of ſuch Conniitice but 
6 « who" are, and have beeh poſſeſſed of 

pounds = cent. per ann. in Wir 125 
fight, for ohe whole year, or to à ſum equal 
0 b e therete in ſome other of the Goverti- 


* ment Funds, 
2 10-201 %% 24s je: ed l — 
of LIN 431TH 11 447 , Wt! itneſs 74 * . . 


* Oe 8 at delig 5 "of This 'Comtiiſttce being 
0 Fornifh tlie repkietof⸗ 'at large with thei 
vice and aſſiſtance, until ſuch , appolfitmen 
kes place, T oy Have to ſtate to the inferior 
rder, that their Topert) in the unds is in che 
tuation of goods in a 'Thip, at fea : and 1 recom- 
mend it to them to act by che Veſſel t e 
State, as prudent Metchabrs de n caſes bt riſk, 
They do nat fell their 1 8 at a reduced 
valbe, raKing . 601.) for 100 7 inſuring 
it, they reduce their riſk; and ſo fleep | in N59 In 
ſoc a lig t ve muſt 100 0 upon any contrib Wo 9 
oyernment —ÞBvt to make the os tter Till 
familiar, ippporr n to break ln c 12 — 
905 a Houle, that contained the value of 109 801 oa 
r Property, would you heſitate g to offer twelve 
Sill ings to ſuch perſons as under e tO A vi — 
1 8 the danger?” or would 000 ather. 
t of a ſum mich; under the value 1575 3 
WY: for inother priſon 6 tahd'eo Me rife? 
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contributing one per g cent. of the three per 
* 


cent. Stöcke, is only giving what is now worth 
twelve ſhillings, and char pays you, only 74. in- 
rereſt per annum yet will fürni to Govern- 
ment à million and a half, and will, by removing 
the apptehenſions of à total loſs,” raiſe your Pro- 
perty in all "likelihood many pounds pet cent. 
eſpecially if by ſuch contribution, and others 
proportionable to be got from Property in gene- 
ral, the Supplies come to be raiſed within the year 
Bot ro elucidate further what 1 have {aid of 
contributions to Government, let us fa, 
A, repreſents. the Landed Propertg. 
3, the Mercantile Body, whoſe profits ariſe 
from the Balance of Trade with other Nations. 

, the Men who have ready Money. 
B, che Creditors of Government, whoſe Pro- 
perty is merely ideal, and which is more or leſs 
valuable according to the ſtability of the preſent 
Syſtem of Freedom and Independence. In caſe of 
a conqueſt of this Country, his property vaniſhes z 
and if the Balance of Trade becomes againſt us 
(through exceſſive Taxation upon the Neceſſa- 
ries ot Life obliging our Commodities to be 
higher at Foreign Markets than thoſe of other 

Countries), we ſhall not be able to- perform our 
covenants to him. i 
E, you may call the Executive Power, who 
defends, protects, and combines the whole. I his 
Power having called upon 4 and B, until it 
appears that to go much further would be de- 
ſtructive of the intereſt of D, as well as of 4; 
B ſays to D, We A, B, and E, are mutually 
bound to perform certain covenants entered into 
* with you, which we fear we cannot in future 
* fully perform. We * ſtate to you, that A ſays 
OY 6% he 


By | 0 37 y 


« he mult railc , Jf E ſhould b: obl 
« bo call Fe 17 Hh F T. Tax; robes 255 


& if his rents are. rai 1 17 8 
de encreaſed, he he 55 e oe Wh TS 
© take off his Bn ies ae, A. oli 

« allow it; in Which cafe, the ſource from whence 
*© both Aa nd B derive their 795 of performing 
« their covenants will be dried up ; we therefore 
© recommend it to you to temit to us a.ſtmall part 
* of what we oe you. C is ready to furni 
* money if you will alſign part of the de dt to 
and we will oblige him. to contribute "les 


«© money he has, or may lend u on * 
« en wi * Fe wil LIE 
174 Va 70 kl dh _ 0 
a e Author bent / PIR of ci ee; un Jer 1 
Eoin Noa ru, and' received from Mr. Uu vurtt in his 


Bord ſlip's Secretary; a Letter wich my Lord's Thanks for 
«4 his ze wy and ſpirit. | ſhewn in bag endeavours to he of ſor- 


vice to his Country 

| But Mr. B. 5 Pen in his own berth ty, 5 The 
& diffculties of obtaining the anfweres which the” prop 

* queſtion.) makes-'receiſary-from the Proprietors. 1 ; 
« And improþability of their gcquieſcence, made. 12 
© fear the Plan would yet me . with the loees {s whi 

« k 4 pleaſed to ia neiples that FAated 

* Salt but Sieh ob Lace may, 8 de 
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va whites 3g en ware i um- 214196 
»bem- gd 103. zo! alt bas rs en e 
r Pr Rn Nr 
* L E To T'E R 5 XIII. 135as1 
Wb us 01 tb niche g * Ii noi 7 
Nat bas ebe rob 1 „ 2 
12 being ks butt exiſting in amy Man's 
Mind but that the time is approachiog with 
hofty rides, when ſome the r than the or dinary 
methods muſt be adopted to raiſe Supplies, and 
as Property. alone muſt eventually ferl a the 
burt hen, no oe will ſay, but that evem Species 
ought, toi cestribuſe. The Credirors of the 
Puhlic gnjoying a property more iutimately con- 
nected. with, and dependent upon, Government 
than anyether, pagoubtesly consider themſclves 
deep)yriatereſted in its welfare. The fluctuation 
in, its va a7cbrding!2tthe news of the day} 
2 to, de monſt d all of them 
nom 


| 


_ 


ration: 
converſe with, are ſenſible of the 0 
dieney os aſuſting Government ;, but being on 
individusls of a numgmus body, they can du 
nothing of themſelves thag will be of much c- 
counts Indeed, were they, and ſuch as ate ſo diſ- 
do contribute it might operate 0 preven 
the whole body collectively : and therefore they 
keep back, hoping for the means, of gaining tha 
lenie of the majoriey, and for that majority hav- 
ing a power velted in chem to act for che general 

Should, however, no ſuch; Plan take place, 
and Government, from urgent neceſſity, be drivel 
to a more compendious method, which, however 
alarming, is founded 1 principle of natiunai 
ſalety (ſuch as that Law ot the Rhodians, by 
which, in orger to lighten a ſhip in danger by 

77S FF. RE. being 
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being a-ground, the crew might unburthen ber 
of any man's property, and the loſs to be made 
up by the whole)—the propoſed” benefit might 
ſanctify almoſt any mealure it ſhould adopt, as a 
Nation ſtill has power within itſelf to 8 itſelf. 

It therefore appears prudent, N and 

that the Poſſeſſors 6 all kind. H Prope ty 
tribute ea, Mberally, and peng. 
The Parllament's power extending over 
Property except the Funds, will re D 
ting ede contfiburions frem Land kind Money in 
2 bot there tis a line which if 

proceed, it will affect that Teevrity which 

— Stockholders have for the payment of their 
intereſt, ieh entively x ed on commerte lj und 
how near we are arrived at that line, the decline 
of the duties ariſing from many of the mortgaged 
Taxes, the numerous Bankrupteies and want of 
confidence in Perſonax "ſecurities; - Par pore 
thews; v1 07 04 NW 2 dy f 

N. The Public Creditors view Sein eunty 15 
circumſtanced, and finckhing heir intereſis ſo 
cloſely combined with thoſe of rhe State, un- 
doubtedly confider that they would be the great - 
eſt loſers by allowing things td come ns pore 
ty for as che Necefſaries' of Life muſt feel what 
is impoſed on the Land, and Manufactures will 
feel it next; And as Commerce, hen overbur- 
thened; muſt! languiſſi and finally become ex- | 
tinct, ſo of courſe the Revenues muſt fail, Then 
from what ſource will” che Stockbolders derive their 
Intereſt x SY. (OT IH ONIVG ke) b, 
Phe great Mr. Locke end is acknowledged 
to have becen/one of the fifſt Men this Country 
ever produerd; and ho was eminent for his 
denn reaſoning), en 2s follows againſt 
25 tdtaxing 


( 97 ) 
taxing: commodities, which will. bold eqbally 
againſt taxing the Stocksn (as far as concerns 
thoſe whareſide in nr hae have a . 
ty in them: £ 
A Tax (ſays he) on * Fae to 
the Landholder, becauſſe it is viſſhly fo much 
0 money out af his pocket, and therefore! he is 
<« always forward to adſe himſelf by:laying'it on 
<«. commodities ; but he obuys his ſceming eaſe: 
„at a dear rate : for though he pay — this 
Tax immediately, yrt he will find a proportion 
able deficiency in bis, purſe at therytar's end, 
% by the enecreaſed price of the commddiries 
* . which/are-neceſlary, to Life 
But what be has ſaid ig bart of thin ted thus 
no Tax was ever yrt laid 6 by-Government; that 
the Dealer in thac/commodriny did: not mare than 
a pay himſelf by impoſit ion on the Conſumer /; to 
prevent a repetition of ſuch glaring and open 
frauds committed by the Venders of table ar. 
ticles, let Property beiin future obliged to furniſh» 
the ſum va ited in the! dire | manner: poſſible: 
Let us feel all that may hereatter he demanded 
in our receipts, not in our expenditures. Tour 
Manvfactures may then be kept on the preſent 
ſooting, and the Balance of Trade (while the 
operations of the war ate kopt᷑ within the bounds: 
which our in: ereſts ought to c preſcribe i us): 
may. preponderate. againſt what goes our for 
warlike ſtores, lire of fore gn troops, _ 
* | 4 4 2 4 ,HDMMATT: 
now remind your Readers, hive Sb, 
a contribution from Stockholders to be i 
by a Committee of their cum Body, which I am ſure 
may be made good to them by the credit the 
Ws 
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— —— acquire from Ter at the ſame timo 
laid au money lent on mortgage, e, and 
—.— Ra anich to the ex gencies. 
And as the Land ought to be eaſed of à part of 
the Land- Tax proportioned to the — 
upon it by Mortgage, Joimures, Annuities, Sc. 
I would propoſe a 2 Tax by the means of all 
receipts for amual proceeds being upon ſtamped 
* — of a value proportioned 10 the amount. 
he evaſion; be made b 'penal; we ſhall foon 
find what the Land- Tax, equally aſſeſſed, would 
raiſe; and which- (d conſideration of the 
-circumftances attending the preſent Poſ- 
ſeffors) may be ſo qualified, as to be eſtabliſhed 
without prejudice to any one, either that hold by 
deſtcent or purchaſe. Whatever may be 
raiſed upon the credit of the above, let: a condi- 
tion with the Lender becannexed, that in caſe of 
other Property being obliged to undergo a further 
Fax; then z proportionable contribution will be 
expected from che new Funds. Thus wilt all 
Property contribute, and in a war of reaſonable 
extent; only change hands amongſt aur ſeluer. 
Ps. The Author requeſts his Readers will 
attentice hy conſider his firſt Letier (Dec. 17.) to 
Lord North; and that of Fu the 13th; and ſuch 
of them as ate Stockholders, are gain defired to 
reflect. that à Committee of their Body having 
confined powers beyond which they could nct go, 


heck in extremities 


would be cheek I as well as a ſupport do, 
C 


Sovernment. Su 
n Miniſter from violent act; and 


cimes' having made a large regular Army — | 
7 ene e F e fhouta the burthen 
1 $11} { $1211 up u. 
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pon the Subject become in/v/orable, the latter 
| — compoſed of Landholders, and the former 
af. the devotion of the Executive Power, may be 
to ſupport ſuch meaſures as would ex- 
wth their property entirely. ang 9 1 
"This 87 gument will have due weight with Fo- 
reigners, as well as Reſidents, and is comprized 
in theſe few words— Neceſſity may put a period to 
all compacts; — and ſuch neceſſity need not to exiſt, 
if you will yourfetves-confatr-your true inteteſt, 
and aſſiſt that Government which has and will 
(while it is ahle) keep ies fairy inyiolable. And 
let it not be ſuppoſed, that if a majority within 
the Kingdom agree to this meaſure, that ſuch as 
are out of ſt will be able to-roameratt their reſor” 
lutions. Raifiag the ſupplies. within the \year 
would lay heavy upon Property at the time :; but 
if it ever can be brought: about, it will have the 
molt permanent advan and would ſo raike the 


Stocks (by cloſing that Market the Goveramene: 
opens every year it is obliged to borrow),ag to re- 
pay the Stockholders, were they even to agree to 
go hand in hand by contribution with the Tax 
upon Land, and what may be laid uponmoney upon 
mortgage. No apprehenſions would then remain 
of National Bantruptqy; — the Funds would be aa 
ſafe as Property in Land; — Supplies would be 
ſure and adeguaſe z and a combination of intereſts 
 wauld operate ſo powerfully,) as ta dif rx 
idea of becoming 8: conquered Nation, |, gar” 
being populous and unized, and having all hi 
is neceſſary to our defence within the power af 
purchaſe from the Balance of Trade, and having 
a natural barrier that wil? be a ſure deſence, 
while, we are true to ourſelves what have we to 
fear } t SW SHIT} d. i wv 337 ©3 eh 1 7 
10 g * 
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It may be proper here to remark; that no one has 
E * publicly to diſapprove be Plan; 
ted at, exvdpting the-Perſon who ſigns Hon 
Enquirerund'who will a} ppear tõ have not 68900 
to the principle of ley upon which'the Author 
wiſhes the 4 8 contributions or Taxes to 
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| -Cible language Icould use,! have laboured 
© convince the People of Fortune reſpecting the 
 exptdiency of liberal and equal contributions to! 
wards tlie ſupport of Government, to be given, 
in proportion to men's property, t txchpting no- 
ney" upon national Neturities'; by which! (if ever the 
upplies come td be / raiſed Within the year) 5 
Funds will moſt aſſuredly keep up to à propo 
tional value with tvery other property . reas, 
ſnould Government be neceſſitated to 1 5 
Will have the ſatne effect as over-ſtocking any” 
market with any other commodity. ' The. cone 
quences: Which invariably follow, need not to 
be pointed out to a COmmercial People efpe-" 
cially if chey will confider the funded property as 
being the more peliſbable the more it is encreatetl. 
So far as we Haube gone, we have continued to find | 
a means of paying intereſt of money borrowed), + 
but for the fake of the property alfeady funded, . 
it would be well if 16 rde. experimen s' Were 
tried as to how much further we can go. The | 
No | con- 


„ 


conſternation which ſuch a declaration would oc - 
caſion, as that the Taxes fell Hort of the ſum 
wanted to pay the Iutereſt, and that Government 
dared not ro proceed further in taxing, for fear of 
encreafing the burden upon Commerce, can hardly be 
imagined. But if added to this, you were really. 
labouring under the complicated diſtreſs of a fo- 
reign enemy in your Country, and an exhauſted 
Treaſury, of what value then would that ideal 
232 be, which has nothing for its ſecurity 
t the exiſtence of the preſent eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment ? To avert ſuch conſequences, let a 
Committee of Stockholders be formed, and de- 
liberate for the general welfare. If they offer 
aſſiſtance upon condition the Supplies are in fu - 
ture raiſed within the year, they will therebx 
prevent the Stocks from ſinking, in conſequence 
of what muſt otherwiſe come to market every year 
while the war continues, and which may fink the 
value of their property gradually. ſo as to become 
at length as wortbleſs as American Paper; and that 
without any great diſaſter, ſuch as the ſuffering . 
a ſignal defeat at ſea, and an invading army being 
upon our coaſts; for the ſoundneſs of Which 
doctrine I need only to appeal to the underſtand» 
ings of the leaſt enlightened part of the Com- 
munity. ein HT. $69.4 . 
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I Auguſt 7. 1779. 

THE preſent application FH eg | 
wards the Fund tor propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, ſeems very ill- timed. This Coun- 
try, groaning under a burden of debt, one-half 
of which was brought on by an ill. judged x. 
tenſion of the luſt war beyond the. original object, 
and by impolicically draining our Country of 
men and money io promote an extenſion of Ame- 
rican dominion; by nouriſhing the Colonies, and 
removing the enemy from annoying them; is now 
d into a war with the moſt formidable Powers 
in Europe, and exhauſting herſelf ta recover (de - 
luded Countrymen I) only the Shadow of Domi 
nion; for no other woulcl it be, if we had but that 
kind of connection with the Americans which 
they were invited into by our Commiſſioners, . - - 
Let us admit them to participate of all the pri- 
vileges of Britons, or leave them ſeparate and in- 
dependent; either way we ſhould benefit by them 
(as they will never adhere to regulations which 
they either have, or may enter into with any Nation 
that will cramp their commerce); but never think 
of reducing them to @ People ſubordinate to another 
People. They have fought to free themſclves 
from that degradation; and are too numerous 
and too diſtant, and are become formidable 
beyond what they themſelves could have ima- 
gined, and never may be reduced to be un- 
dier the controul of any European Power, — 

Let us then endeavour to regain them as Al- 
| | lies, 
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lies, or invite them to aſſociate for mutual de- 
fence upon terms of equality. They have (ſince 
they were in arms) prayed to be conſidered as 
Subjects of the ſame King: this they may not now 
chooſe. But leave them to themſelves, they will 
ſoon find it their intereſt to quit their new allies, 
and prevent the Omnipotence of the Houſe of 
Bourbon. Ver 8 

Leave them to propagate the Goſpel in their own 
ay; they will do it as effectually as with the 
aid of our Hierarchical Powers. No longer ſuf- 
fer our coin to be drained our of this Country 
for the purpoſe of paying and ſupporting an army 
in America; it never will return in any ſhape ; 
and poor as you may think them, they among 
them who get hold of money, never will quit it 
while the civil war exiſts in the heart of their 
Country. They hide it as faſt as it comes to 


them, and do all the buſineſs of traffic through 


the medium of their paper: fo that when Peace 
returns, you will „nd yourſelves exhauſted of, and 


they will be enriched in, ſpecie. Not but that 


their Country ſuffers in the extreme; and not 
all they will have hoarded will make up for the 


devaſtation of war. This, however, 'a very few 


years will reſtore; and from numerous co-ope- 
rating cauſes they "muſt become a great People. 
Cheriſh, then, the idea of a combination of Intereſts. 
Related in blood, ſpeaking the ſame language, 
of the fame religion, and ines. the ſame value 
for Liberty, many of them bred: in your ſchools, 
wearing your manufactures, and having only 
fought to be as free as yourſelves, allow them to be 
ſo ; they will again cordzally embrace you, adopt 
your quarrels, and unite their efforts to yours to 
ſtop the progreſs of perfidions France and Spain 

| G 2 they 
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they will not Ml. them to cruſb the Parent State, 
which, however it may have inconſiderately acted, 
never meant to reduce them below their, former 
fituation : it only wiſhed to conſider America 
ill in its Waasen when it was really arrived at 
Maturity. conſidering the ſupport and aſ- 
ſiſtance Which America has always had from 
Great- Britain, and that their own future welfare 
depends upon our Independence, it is nothing but rea- 
fonable to ſuppoſe, that the People would readily 
come into ſo politic a , 0d. that of Unity 
under one Head for defence end 0 ence, but each 
People diſtinct as far as concerns their Aperate 1 
rereſts. It is 251 Parligment that hab fr N 
the late meaſures which offend them: 1 a new 
one; their Congreſs and our new Parliament may 
more readily ſhake hands. "Recal your. troops 
for home defence; leave the reſt. to 1. enign f- 
fefts of Moderation towards them. The Tree will 
55 85 require to be lopt of ſome exuberant 
ranches, that the Root may more effectua y. - 
fupport the remainder, and Produce F ruit with 
Taxoriahce. | 
The ptefling 'neccflities of the Times make 
ſpredy expedients neceſſary... It may chance that 
the attention'to_ the ſaying one Branch may en- 
danger the your Tree: the Stem may be diſ- 
| py portoncd to ſo great a head; and there may 
en or blighted Shoots, which ex baut with- 
out bearing any fruit, or ſuch. only as art dot 
worth preſerving at the riſk of the Tree —i 
rooted vp * the reh . N 
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bib -.2 Anguft 17, 1779. 
Na well ordered and perfect Scheme of Taxa- 
tion and Financial Polity, ſuch means woul 

be adopted as ſhould, in the effect, bear, equally 
upon all ſpecies of Property. This unhappily. has 
not been hitherto ſuc in thi 
Country, and therefore, with other great and 
momentous concerns, is now more neceſſary 


| chan ever to be duly attended to. To core * 
at Money more eaſily, Government has hitherto 


been inattentive to that effect which putting 
4 great Property beyond its reach would occaſion. 
The conſequence is, that the Stockholder is not 
affected in his annual ineome as is the Land- 
holder, but both are equally affected in the ar- 
ticles they conſume, But why. 4 Property that 
is protected ſhould not contribute equally to- 
wards its defence, is a queſtion — 
While the National Debt was within moderate 
bounds, people never thought of the miſchief 


an extenſion of it might occaſion, as they ſtill 


expected a time would come when it would be 
aid. No, no ſuch idea poſſeſſes any one; and 
becauſe the difficulties of borrowing increaſe 
every day, we fear to do any thing that may 
add to them; and ſuch it may appear, at rf 
Agbt, would be the effect of calling for aſſiſtance 
from the preſent Creditots of Government. . To 
remove ſuch impreſſion has been my def 
through my preceding Letters, and to which I 


will add one argument more, drawn from the 


invarinble practice of Merchants. 


Conſider 


LETTER XVI. 


ciently conſidered in this 


| 
| 
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Conſider then the State of Great Britain as a © 
great commercial Company, whoſe concerns are 
under the management of a Select Number (the 
ſeveral Branches of the Legiſlature). Suppoſe 
the Company involved as this Nation is, would 
not the Creditors of ſuch Company think it 
their intereſt to ſupport, not oppreſs it? Would 
they not, from morives of policy, encourage its 
Trade, when viſibly on the decline; and rather 
of themſelves contribute to its wants, than allow 
it further to increaſe its Debts at the hazard of 
that Commerce upon which alone their ſecurity 
reſted? Would not prudence dictate at as the 
ſafeſt” Plan, which would operate to the well - 
being, rather than the deſtruction of their Debt- 
ors? And would not their minds be eaſy, when 
they had placed them beyond the power of being 
active towards their own ruin, by \ reſtraining 
chem in ſoch manner from increaſing their Debts, 
that the Commerce of the Company ſhould neyer 
be loaded with further impoſitions; and of con- 
ſequence, be always a ſure Fund from whence the 
intereſt of their money might be drawn? 
What would increaſing our Debts be more 
than ſuch kind of temporary relief a man finds, 
who, by deceiving himſelf and his Creditors, 
obtains money upon intereſt, after he has ra ſed 
the prices of his Commodities to the utmoſt they 
will ſell for, in order to pay the intereſt of former 
debts; and now grown deſperate, continues 
to borrow, although he has nothing to promiſe, 
but that F his Societe will bear to be 
futther advanced, he will then pay the intereſt 


duly to ai; and he reſolves to 4%, at the riſque 


of loſing his Trade entirely? For what elſe can 
be done? You who are now his Cieditors, „ind 
en Dads | 
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(49 ) 
to your own intereſts, will not aſſiſt him; and 
driven to uſe expedients, he muſt uſe thoſe that 
offer. But if you will make a common cauſe 
with him, and ſupport him with ſuch means as 
you have in your power. his Commerce may yer 
Houriſb, and may be extended : if not, he muſt ſub- 
mit to ſuffer with you rhe loſs of all. His rivals 
will underſell him, and both the old Creditors 
and the new will be on a footing— there will be 
nothing t:ft' for either ! And ſuch I diead will 


be the ſituation of this Country, if we do not 
call upon Property of all kinds to contribute in 


ſach manner as to raiſe the Supplies within the 
1 for taxing any further the Neceſſaries of 


ife, or even ſuch Luxuries as give bread. to ur 


Manufacturers, will moſt afſuredly endanger the 
very being of Commerce; and laying all upon 
Land and Money upon Mortgage, will neither 
be wiſe nor equitable. If theſe ſpecies of Pro- 
perty could bear it, it would raiſe Stocks above 
par; bur if, in trying the experiment, the Na- 


tion is put in a ferment, and a civil commotion 


involves us in anarchy and confuſion, where 


then will be their value? It is therefore the in- 


tereſt of the Stockholders to mert and deliberate 


upon the beſt means of ſupporting Government; 


and they may find their account (whether re- 


ſident in this Country or not), in liberally re- 
mitting a part of their Debt, covenanting, at 


the ſame time, that all other Property ſhail be 
obliged to contribute equally thereto. If men 


will be at the trouble fairly to conſider, they: | 


will be forced to confeſs, that equal: contributions 
ought to ariſe from all kinds of Property: © for 
a Burthen which the whole Body of Subjects 
1 poſſeſſed of Property may poſſibly- think 2 
| 5 . « an 
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and gentle, will, if any conſiderable number 
excuſe themſelves, become inſupportable upon 
« the reſt. Since every man is ſecured in his 
* Property by the care the Commonwealth takes 
of bim, therefore he may be juſtly Taxed in 
„ proportion to his Income.” And now, altho' 
10 ane has ſtood forth to offer any reaſons why 
the propoſed Plan ſhould not take place, and 
no other objections have been. made than againſt 
the probability of perſuading Individuals to give 
up a part of their ſubſtance for a problematical 
ad vantage; yet {will abanden that idea, and hope 
to 'beget an enquiry how far it is conſiſtent with 
Equity,” with good: Policy, and general Safety, to 
impoſe, by the authority of Government, a certain 
propertionable Stamp-Duty upon all Keceipts for 
Money or Rent, which may be deemed a-grow- 
ing income, ariſing from real or perſonal Pro- 
not employed in the way of Trade, and 
in which may be included the Produce of Money 
8 in the Funds or other National Securities. 
This would remedy the evil that (I obſerved 
at ſetting out) now attends the National Debt, 
and ſerure its permanent value to the Government 
Creditors. It would be combated, no doubt; 
but would have for its Advocates the whole of the 
' People that are not concerned in the Stocks, and 
all that are concerned who ſee its equity, and the 
general ſafety that wauld ariſe from it; and the 
ſum that it would produce might be always pro- 
protioned to the wants of the State, and nothing 
ke Bankruptcy. could bapten— All would con- 
tribute to defend all. u- 


i een 
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_ 9/42. go LY ot A NS 1979. 
THE principal objeftions to an equal Land- 
1 Tax are (it is preſumed), that the preſent 
manner of aſſeſſing the Land has been ſo long in 
uſe, every Landholder conſiders his Eftate more 
or leſs valuable according to its being leſs or 
more rated to the Tax; and having ever feed 
the ſame opinion, they have ordered their affairs 
accordingly. (Nay, in caſe of a proportionable 
equal Land-Tax, ſome who have great incum- 
brances upon their Eſtates, either created by 
themſelves or their e might be ſo 
affected as to have their whole Property ſwal- 
| lowed up with payment of Intereſt, Annuities, 
Dowers, &c.) And thoſe that have purchaſed 
lately will complain, that depending upon. cheir 
Land being never liable beyond the former rate; 
they had paid much too, deat for their Proper 
as they find the Tax is now to be levied accord- 
ing to the Rack Rent. * * 
_In anſwer to this it may be aſked, Whether 
they have not altuays had ſome appreberifions that 
this would be the caſe at . ſome time or other ? 
And they may likewiſe be aſked, Whether they 
ad, the leaſt doubt of its being adopted, ſhou! 
ever a greater demand be made from the Land 
than what it now amounts to? $32) 
Whatever they anſwer, I will preſume they 
do realhy think it hut reaſonable; that all peop 
ſhould pay in future every further demand in the 
proportion to which they are poſſeſſed of Pro- 
perty. They will mw we have hitherto ar 
i A - . T + el 4. 4 4 4 : ue 
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ſued a wrong Plan, in taxing Land ; but pro- 
vided we allow them to pay in the preſent man- 
ner up to four ſhillings in the pound, they 
ſurely will not think it wrong that Government, 
requiring a till further Supply, looks for a due 
proportion between the Income and Tax in all 
ep may. now think it needful to require. 
- To explain myſelf, let us ſuppoſe A has a 
Property of 1001. per ann. at this time. Being 
rated at the full value, he pays 201. per annum, 

B has likewiſe 100], per annum. He is rated 
at 5o1. and on pays 101, | 3 
As A can afford to ſpend only 80 l. per ann. 
and B can afford to ſpend 90 l., and as neither 
ever exfected a higher Tax, why not then in all 
future additional Taxes upon Land, conſider 4 
as worth 80l. per ann. and B as worth gol, and 
require them to pay accordingly, and not anfuſy 

conn. to load A with double what you require 


2 


Let vs then ſuppoſe Government requites a 
fom above the four ſhillings in the pound, may 
it not be equally aſſeſſed by a Tax upon | Reterpts 
for. annual Proceeds? Thus, As Tenant 'bripgs 
his Rent, dd 45 Ne preſent Land- Tas is 
dedbcted, amounts to 801. Say that 6d. in the 
pound is required, let then the Tenant require 
the Receipt to be given upon a Paper which his 
Landlord ſhall” produce with a Forty-ſhill ng 
Stamp taken out from the appointed Office; and 
B's Tenant requires his Receipt upon a forty-five 
Shillings Stamp, as his Rent, deducting Land 
Tax, is gol. per annum. By this means, tlie 
preſent Taxes are levied in the old manner, but 
all additional Taxes will be equally levied; where- _ 
as, pere you to go on in the old manner, A's 
OT Property 
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Property would be annibilated, when B might 
retain a conſiderable income. At the ſame time 

that the above or ſome ſuch Plan was to take 

place, if Money lent upon Mortgage was taxed 

in the annual proceeds, and the Land propor- 

tionably relieved by the Mortgagee being 

obliged to remit to the Mortgager a ſum pro- 

| tionable to the ſum lent and to the Land- 

Tax, the Landholders in general would be 

eaſed f a heavy Burthen, and Land, as well as 

Stocks, would riſe in value: for people would 

be leſs fond of placing their Money out on 

Mortgage, and of courſe there would be more 
Buyers of Stock and Land. And this is what 

might be propoſed to the Stockholders, 'as an 
inducement to contribute towards the neceſſities 
of the State, and the raiſing the Supplies within 

the Year. For every thing that contributes to 

ſtrengthen the hands of Government, to tate 

away the neceſſity of further Borrowing and Fund- 

ing, and to burthen other Property, will un- 

doubtedly give confidence and ſecurity in, and 

conſequently add value proportionably to, the 

preſent Funded Property. 

In doing all that I have recommended, no 
one's real poſſeſſions need to be expoſed to the 
knowledge of the Public any more than at pre- 
ſent, The Public need fear no evaſion, as the 
Tenant will take care his Receipt is upon a Stam 
of a proper value, otherwiſe it will not be valid 
and colluſion will not be likely, as it may be 
made unſafe 'for the Landlord as well as Tenant. 
All certain annual Incomes may be affected by 
this in a degree, according to the amount; and 
none need fear it will operate to their hurt, as 
the times muſt firſt be ſuch as to make a new Tax 

A1 -* neceſſary, 


( 5 } 


neceſſary ; and if fo, it cannot be levied tag 
equally, nor too ſimply affect Property: for if 3 
Tax is laid upon articles of Luxury, it will pro- 
mote the ſmuggling of Foreign Commodities; and 
if upon the Neceſſaries of Life, Property will 
(as I have repeatedly ſaid) have a Vender's Tax as 
well as one by Government, and an additional 
amount to pay Receivers, & c. If I am obliged to 
pay off an incumbrance upon my Eſtate, is it 
not better to meet my Creditor myſelf, than to 
pay it with the addition of poundage, attendance, 
coach. hire, &c. &c. 0 an a to do the buſi. 
neſs for me? 

T ſpeak plain Ia puegh, with an boneft intention, 
and bope 1 ſhall be. under ſtcad, as my motive is ta: 
promote _ ſecurity 9: an of Taxes ty 
leafs wore "TX 
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LETTER xvin,” 


-— dugut19, 1979, 
A M ghd to find People begin with me to 
1 think there is a neeeſſity for great exertions 
towards raiſing the Supplies within the year, and 
obſerve with pleaſure that a Correſpondent of 
ours has recommended a principal part of my 
Plan *. He /uptradds à Plan of burthenin 
people according to Sir rank; which as Rank 
mfelf is a Tax, when ſuitably filled, would be par- 
ticularly oppreſſive, eſpecially upon men in a 
r line; the pay being not more than equal 
to the ſupport of the individual, without any re- 
to their having families. Thoſe indeed in 
igh ſtations, on balf pay (many of whom have 10 
claim from ſervice), ought to be made to con- 
tribute /argely ; and all finecure places, no leſs 
than half of their amount. But any Tax that 
would affect commerce in the ſmalleſt degree 
ought to be avoided, as it would prevent the in- 
flux of wealth. Every meaſure that drains the 
Country of ſpecie ought to be dropt. The 
American conteſt has had that effect in a bigh de- 
gree. Let us ſtop the emiſſion of money upon 
that account. I will not take upon me to ſay 
whether we have been wrong or right. The 
meaſures we ought now to adopt ought to have 
the regaining the friend/bip o America at any 
rate as their chief object. America will, muſt ſee 
þer ſecurity depends upon her making a common 


See Whitehall Evening-Poſt, Aug. 12, 1779 
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eauſe with us; and if we are timely in our of- 
fers, will ſecure to us the Weſt-India Iſlands : 
whereas, if ve wait, till they are gone, adieu to 
Commerce — adieu to Funded Property America 
may loſe her independence, and become ſubject 
to her arbitrary Allies. We may, after all, con- 
tinue to be a Nation, but it will be of Soldiers 
and Huſpandmen; ſtrong and powerful againſt 
Invaders, but wanting commerce, and of courſe 
deficient in what is neceſſary to a war, of Mence. 
We may remain independent and free, but poor, 
and ſunk into an inferior place amoggſt the Na- 
tions of Europe, until other Powers becoming 
rich, luxurious, and effeminate, may in their 
turns fall, and we again fill the page of Hiſtory, 
with our Vidtorics. r ty | | 
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LETTER Alx. 


Aut 24, 1779- 
' RETROSPECT. into the cauſes and . 
fetts of former Wars ſince the Revolution, 

will bring conviction that even the moſt fucce,5- 

ful have never produced: advantages adequate to 
their ret. Wiſdom ought therefore to point out 

a means of removing the ccuſe of this and future 

conteſts, eſpecially as we now have that load of 

debt which would endanger the kfe of the Body 

Poliric either to remove, or to be allowed to en · 

creaſe.” Such is the conduct of the ſkilful Phy- 

fician and Surgeon in the natural body, and I 

believe the analogy will be allowed to hold 

throughout what I am about to ſay. Should I 

be prolix, know that, intereſting as the ſubject 

is, my Letter would not be read: I will there- 
fore only deſire People to look back to the 
cauſes that produced the two laſt wars, and the 
effects our ſtrenuous and ſurceſiful efforts pro- 
duced; and balance the e thoſe wars 
have entailed upon us. The laſt war was cauſed 
by - differences happening concerning the limits 
of 'ovrs and the French Colonies. Eventually 
they loſt” their Colonjes. Our' preſent war is 
brought on by differences in opinion reſpecting 
the powers we were entitled to exert over thoſe 

Colonies; and whether xe were right or wrong, 

they have emancipated themſelves. I ſpeak of 

our former Colomies :- thoſe we w from France 
we yet hold a power over. * ſuppoſing a 
| — ded 


concluded this inſtant, and we continued to hold 
Canada, Louiſiana, and Labrador, ſhould we 
not retain what would embroil us with the (per- 
haps) independent American Colonies ?_In the 
nature-of man the principle is -interwoven, that 
ſelf-intereſt ſhould govern all his actions. This 
way” tes to miſguide his judgment as to the line 
af ſtrict juſtice. And whatever boundaries 
migh ght be aſſigned to each party at a peace, one 
dc other would (in a Country where each were 
puſhing to extend themſelues) encroach beyond 
their proper limits: and this they might do for 
a time undiſcovered (occaſioned by the preſent 
low ſtate of population and improvement in the 
Rack Settlements), each would be tenacious of 
what they had thus /olen, and a new. war would 
break gut, in which we again muſt fide with our 
Settlements, and a ac drain be opened to ex- 
pend our blaod and treaſure; in the concluſion 
af which we might be: obliged” to abandon, the 
Country. entirely, or Ti make one part ſo 
predaminang, as. to ſwallow up the other, and 
fina/ly. be too ſtrong for us to hold in fubjefion. 
For theſe reaſons 1 would now. alandon Ame- 
rica, excepting! Newfoundland and the adjacent 
Hands. By this we: ſhould have an indiſputabl. 
AJeundary; for you may truſt me, my Country- 
men, Canada will caſt you more to keep and 
defend (if our former Colonies retain their in- 
dependence), than the balance of trade with it 
will repay. I would emancipate it with the 
others, and let their warring among, themſelves 
ive you no uneaſineſs. Court Trade with all whey 
olonies..\ Fhe is a kind Miſtreſs, and will incl 
to thoſe Hon , en een 1 
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rid of the engagements which ſhe may be under 

to your Rival. „ 
o remove the cauſe of future wars with Spain, 

give it back what you obtained in a former war, 

But at the time ſer fo little value on, as not to 


you have held with great expence, and muſt ever 

liable to wars until it returns to the natural 
owner. I ſay, natural owner; becauſe I ſhould 
think it natural for us to keep the [ſe of Wight, 


and that it would be but natural if any other 


Power held it for us to do our utmoſt to recover 
it. Minorca I would cede to /ome Power for an. 
equivalent; and to pleaſe France, I would doff 
that uſeleſs, vain, and CHILDISH title, which, like 
a feather in a Lady's cap, ſubjects her to the dan- 
ger of loſing her whole Rad- Hreſs With all 
theſe ceſſions, we could trade as freely in the 
Mediterranran as the Ruſſians, Stoedes, Danes, and 
Dutch , and holding dothing in this: hemiſphere 
but Mands, we ſhould never diſpute about Bouns 
daries, and thus we might continue in prace for: 
Ages. | 


= 


"If a contrary conduct has no other effect than 


a tuo years war, with the conſequent expence of 


af leaſt thir ty millions, and you retain all you, now. 


hold; Is the poſſeſſion of an empty title to Ame» 
rica (far, you would have no other by the terms 


you offered by your Commiſſioners), a more m 
ail: 


title to the being King of France, and the holding 
a barrep rock at. a great expence for the conve- 
nience of annoying a Power with whom you need 
never be at War, or for a harbour for trading 
veſſels Where thare are a; number of harbours, 
(ſome of which in the nature of things will al- 
ways be neutral) worth * will entail a debt 

upon 


_ : . —-„— ee — — 


thank your Admiral for the conqueſt of, yet 


—' — 


1 3 
upon you, to pay the intereſt of which, would 
require more than à further two ſhillings in the 


pound upon the land But what will you anſwer 


when you are tcl1, it is moſt key theſe po ſſeſſions 
will be wreſted from you, let you. exert yourſelyes, 
ever ſo much? Is not then every thing i in favour 
of what I propoſe, eſpecially when ĩt is extremely 
doubrfut” whether after one year we may Ft + a 
Par: e in the Weſt Indies: ? ths Bay 
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is ene Shar all ſobjets of the State owe, 
next, they owe contribution towards its expences, 


krſt, their perſonal ſervice in its "ſupport ; 


according to their property; and even Foreigners 


ſtand in the latter relation to us, let them be of 
hat Nation they will, provided they have poſ- 
ſeſſed themſel ves. of any kind of property in this 


Kingdom or its dependencies. And as this need 


not be told them, ſo when a neceſſity eriſts of 


calling upon them, they wi contribute with as 
much alacrity towards: the defence of their pro- 


perty, as may be conſiſtent Win their pe onal 


e ee intens 19 003 1 
They, as well as our Fellow- ſubjects may 


2 now be told that although they have not Hitherto 


as Nutionab Cre ditorg 'becn"tequired' to- futhiſh' 
1020 8 Ileins Hi ac dna ( $3317 n 0 1 
110 8 id | ' 
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any thing, out of their Stock Of Dividends, Jet 
the time is perhaps very near, when the | equity 
and expedience of ſuch a demand, will be made 


appear., And it may be.. backed. by-no.lefs a 
body than all. the Landholders, all the Manufac: 
turers, all the Huſbangmen, gil the Day: Laboyrers, 
and, all men of their, own. ody, wha, having 
duly weighed and conſidered thæ matter in every 
light, can;diſcoyer no reaſon, hy. ſo latge a part 
of the; N ational Stock, become, the property of 
Individuals by either mortgage of private prog 
perty or of the public revenues, ought not to 
bear a ſhare in the public burthens; otherwiſe 
the time may come when money upon every ſecu- 
rity will be loſt, with the pleſges taken for it. 

If I pledge my Land or Goods, I have parted 
with ſo much of my property ; he that has re- 
ceived the pledge 1s therefore intereſted in the 
thing given in pledge, according to the propor- 
tion the money lenc bears to the value of the 
whole. It is the ſame with regard to the pledge 
of a part ot the public revenues to the Creditors 
of Government. They are as deeply intereſted 
in what concerns their ſecurity and their efficiency, 
as a man is who has lent his money upon an 
eltate liable to be broke in upon by the fea 
breaking down- the banks that were raiſed to 
keep it from being overflowed. Although no 
attual engagement was entered into that the 
Mortgage: ſhould contribute towards keeping 
them up, yet in ſuch caſe it would be prudent in 
him to ſee they were kept in repair; and it there 
n an inability in the Mortgager, in that 
caſe it would be expedient to give him aſſiſtance. 
The conſequences of a contrary conduct being 


I'2.. too 


SV 

too dhvious, I need advance no further argu: 
ments to ſhew how dangerous it will be for the 
Stockholder to truſt entirely to the chance o 

Government being always able to raiſe ſupplies 
without their aſſiſtance. ¶ ben the means fl and 
the Enemy, like a torrent, bas broke in upon us, it 
will chen be too late; or, if Government is ng- 
celſitated to raxkx, rather than wait for what may 
be the conſequences of delay, they will then tepent 
of their tardineſs to give, as they will not any 
longer know at what value to eſtimate the re- 
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1 (only) continuing the preſen! "Taxes, 
B and high premiums for Money ſupplied 
Government, the Commerce of this Nation, 
without any other cauſe, would moſt. aſſuredly 
decline. —Encreaſing the former, and continuing 
the latter, it is feared, will, nevertheleſs, undergo 
a further trial, and (with our loſs of Americg) 
will haſten the extingtlion of Trade. | 
It therefore becomes every Man who wiſhes well 
to the Community, without fear or reſerve, to 
warn people of the evil conſequences which muſt 
inevitably follow from the driving Government 
to the veceſity of encreafing the Nattonil <4; 
There lives not a fingle perion who is enlig 
ed with the. feebleft ray of rationality, that pom] 
not aſſent to what I advance. The Landholder 
ſees it, and fears (from a defection of the preſent 
Joy Government will impoſe an additional 
Land-Tax, The Stockholder fears a ſtop will 
þe put to the receipt of his dividend. The 
onied Men fear it; and, from the fame 
cauſe, dread to inveſt their money in either 
Land or Stock; and obſerving the "Bankrupt 
Lift of Traders, are not willing to venture 
it on private ſecurity. The conſequence is, 
they are allured by the offers Government ig 
obliged to make them, and help forward the ruin 
of their Country, and encreaſe their own iſt by 
accepting douceurs, which operate to keep np the 
rate of Intereſt, to increaſe the Public Debts, 


and 


| of ei them, who are by contributing; A: part 
their, P 
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and at the ſame time that it creates the neceſſity 


of Taxes, it helps to dry up that Source from 


whence jo 2.5; a flow. For the Trader, cannot 

fupon' ſo eaſy terms as formelly, and 
©: ſeveral EN he conſumes are raiſed in 
their price by additional Taxes ; ſo that he muſt 
e with leis profit, or carry his go 
Market with the riſk of meeting goods ofthe 
ſame quali from other Nations ready 10 he fold 
att an Ander rate. But rather than run ſuch a 
venture, he gives the matter up, diſcharges his 
workmen, and they migrate: and thus the 
ſeveral branches of the Sepam from... whence 
the National Wealth and the Government Re- 
ſources flow, may be dried up in this Coyntry, 


but, .in-the-natwie of Springs, break out ig ſorae 
other, and continue to flow. towards the. aid of 


that Government, as they uſed to do towards ours, 
By the Plans I have in my former Letiers pro-: 
poſed, no Merchant, Tradeſman, or Lahewer, a8 
225 ki {uber.; : the goly ſufferers (3h, ſuch, we 


roperty ſecuring the remainger; will 
be Aena Property, Stockholders, Ozners af, Land 
and Ready Money, all of whom. would þe fecuhred 
from being ruined; and all their ſufferings. will 
only amount co their denying the mſelves an 
gratifications. in their, Dreſs or thiir Pglate\,1 in 
return for which they will be 31281 in their ink 
and Jeep the guieter. Agd 10 Which, by my pro 
poſals, au thiuſauds:will be affected, hut millions 
and bugdeeds. of thouſands; Will, be benefited, and 
tbe .proefed. i If however. the, Public | 


| Creditors, carnot e prevailed upon, and Govern; 


ment through tenderneſs towards them for bears 10 


unte them W copgriÞute,. the conſequences will 


at probabl ly 


—— — 
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rohably be 7 to theix Principal as well as 

atereſt., Upon a commotion, it is eaſy to ſee 
Ks 7. — the People will chuſe. “ An enraged 
« ' People,” ſaid Sir Jahn Barnard on a like occa- 
don, fi, have ſeldom any regard to Public Credit 
or Public Faith/??;,, And, earaged' the People 
certainly will be, if they find that Taxes increaſe, 
and the mans of paying them vaniſb. In the 

gards of, the ſame alli, boneft: Man I can ſafely 

lay, * That my turning my choughts this way 
proceeds from à regard to the general ſafety, 
« and that of the Public Creditors in particular, 
« who have the; cloſeſt, intereſt ind and may be 
6 ſuppoſed to have a regard for, every thing that 
« can con?ribure to the well- being of the B 
& Government,“ 

'Do they nor ſee.that as the Debts, of the Pub- 
lic increaſe, the: Prices of Stocks nt all which 
is a to the encreaſe of the People's apnreben- 
fians of a National Bankruptcy. Lending your 
| Money. to New Loans creates (tothe Indivi- 
dyal), an encteaſe of annual income; and you 
are ſatisfied, thinking perhaps that will always 
continue. But let us ſuppoſe a man poſſeſſed of 
10,000]. ; three per cent Saving 60 l. per annum 
out of hs gol, paid him in dwidends, he buys 
another 100 l. S: ock with his 60 l. and adds 3 J. 
to his angual, income. How; is 5e betebied: 
thereby... if. by the, Government's neceſſicy he finds. 
Ye Stocks fall ogly. one pound per gent. (as fall 

ey muſt while. Government continues: 40 bor- 
row)? For was he next year to ſell his Stock, he 
would had his 10,000} would fell bur for 5,9001. 
(maſt probably much 1e/5).:and this year it 


have pro ought | 6000 I. he will cherefore-find- & 


had better given. Government the 60%; to prevent 
4 
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its being -obliged to mortgage a new Tat, thaf 
Mi ire to injure the produce of the Taxes 

alrgady mortgaged to him, to ſecure the intereſt 
of his hn to oo I. This reaſoning, * | 
convinced; Will be more and more attended a 
every day. The Stocks mult and will fink in 
their value in propbrtion as the Debt is encreafed, 
and the Trade decreaſes. New cauſes ariſe 2 | 
day, treading on _ heels of each othe 

the value 4 the 
ſuch expedients 'as 


tendling to the away 
— and withour I, 
ed out, and tay too very ' ſuddenly 


have -point 

adopted, we ſhall be deprived of the nerves that 
enable us to content for our Independency : for the 
tide of Commerce will have taken a new * | 
tion; the coin will ebb out by means of the 


ing and ſupporting armies in a Country, w hoſe | 
ir new friends will demand all they 
eu procure; and while America is hoſtile, out 
money that goes over there unavoidably circulaàtes 
only with them. When we have” paid for what 
vo Want, we! may take our leave of the coin: 
it is eicher immediately hidden, or returned to 
France, fot implements of offence, or for other 
articles of European production. Had we not 
better then to recal our 5 pd leave thoſe 
People to cheir adopting ſuch. , as moſt 
probadiy-will ſuit * intereſt cin lp 
9 in ſabjection, — ore . 
us: to keep à tontinual guard, to Wer. 
them; dur againſt ſuch Pcb as” t 
diſagrer ick conterning hr or 8 
Leave them ſroe to e e fl and ik 
our manufactures are hen in e they will 


come, mag ill their Treaties. Tt . deter 
toientorce trade, yOu WHIP cken have America uu 


vu fide; * 
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E Poſt-borſe Tax, lie all others lately 
impoſed, having, by the accounts given 


in, fallen Hort of expectation, and great Supplies 


— wanted to anſwer the expences even already 
incurrea; ſhould it be judged expedient to lay a 
Tax upon Property in the moſt direct manner, and 


for the , groſs ſum wanted, (which L again repeat 


would prevent the neceſſity of further Taxes upon 


the  Neceſſaries 0 T Life, and thereby remove the 


apprehenſion of driving the Manufacturers to 
take ſhelter under the protection of a Govern- 
ment /e/5 burthenſeme) a ſcale may be fixed ſome . 
thing lite the following, ſubject to variations 
according to circumſtances, and to be determined 
before the Commiſſioners of the Land-Tax, via 

Stockholders paying voluntarily one per Cent. 
out of {their Capital during : the: war only, and 
covenanting that all other Property ſhall undergo 
a ſimilar Tat; that is, ain part of 
its full value. 19-26 
_ Freebold: Land. valued at eee years 
purchaſe, would, in that caſe, pay five ſhillings 


in the pound; for twenty - ive pounds being the 


value of one pound per annum, five ſhillings is 
the hundredth part of twenty-five pounds, which 
ought to be joſt a fourth part of the net rent 
above tbe preſent Taxes. Say that Copyholds are 
worth twenty years. purchaſe; it will, be found 
that four mlllags in the pound. upon the net 
rent is one hundredth EY their value Money 
| | on 


—Y 


— — -- — 


<6) 


on Mortgage ought to pay one per Cent, Life 
Annuities, valued at half 2 Freebold, or 124 
years, o to pay two ſhilli and ſixpence 
7 the pound. © bigecufee the Nos Church⸗ 
Livings to be conſidered as Life-Eftates, and 
paß two ſhillings and ſix pence; and for all 
places where rag is annexed, 0 de conſidered 
accordingly; 
win das of en, and pee or colluſive 
agreements, in the firſt caſe one-hundredth part 
of the fine to go to Government; in the latter, 
nothing leſs than forfeiture of three times the Sum, 
and diſſolution of the Covenants in toto. —The 
rents and profits might eaſily be known by the 
mode of Recelpts upon Stamps, 8 1 have before 
— out. 
= ſome fuch- means the dls furn vant 
be raiſed within the year; and to accom- 
42. thoſe Ho could not ſpate ſo large a part 
of their annual income, Government Jas only 
3 its Receivers to take Debentur: 4 * 
parties, chargeable upon Specific Pro- 
penty, to bear — be Rnafevable; by 
which a new (ſpecies. of Paper would become 
current, no way detrimental to the Bank Paper, 
— the Bank itſelf might buy them in. However, 
it is ſuppoſed there would be no neceſſity for 
ſuch. Paper; as: people, not having a market, 
18 uſually opened by Government dy means of 
nem Loans, would readily enough accept ſuch 
ſecurities as offered in the former way of Mort- 
ee er Bond. D Fare ventured 
Wr 8 3+>it] IH 
Unquettionbly identified, and which Ki prevent 
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to recommend, foreigners would combine with 
natives in aid and ſupport. of the Government 
who they have <ruſted with their property. 
There would be no fear that the Landholders 
your Adiſourtken themſelves violently of the Debt 
y, have contracted: by their Repteſentatives: 
"MEI muſt ſee, and be convinced, that their 
8 have acted « judicious, liberal, and 
prudent part; | firſt, in contributing towards 
their own ſecurity eventually; ſecondly, in co- 
venanting to give in an equal proportion with 
other Property; and-laſtly, in aſliſting to remove 
the neceſũty there would otherwiſe be of taxing 
the ſources from whence their intereſt and the 
Landholders rents muſt flow, and which to Have 
encreaſed would have riſked their whole Property. 
..1, confeſs, ſuch means would ſoon make the 
2 heartily tired of the preſent conteſt for 
American Dominion; it would contract our views 
likewiſe in all future wars, and make us well 
weigh the conſt quences of engaging in am Wie 
ſhould. perhaps prefer Security to national Glory, 


and not be ſo likely, to be blown up with high | 


notions of our, own importance and ſuperiority: 
we ſhould, howeyer, be more ſtrong. internally; 
have indeed vnconquerable powers againſt is- 
de; and conſequently be age in our minds, 
and leſs. ſeared, but, nevertheleſs, always 2 51 
deve gh, Hat, nnen ne . 
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TO HE 2 Ihand- of Oben Nin and Treland, 
1 populous,” well. cultivated, and indepen- 
dent, enjoying a mild climate, numerous har- 
Hours and navagable rivers,” all tending to pro- 
mote Commerce, and having ſeveral ſtaple com- 
modities which will be ever in requeſt, may 
always be reſpectable for power and riches, 
_ while! we hold diſtant Poſſeſſions proportioned to 
the natural increaſe of the People, above which 
tmbecility will attend extenſſon, particularly if 
thoſe ſeparated parts be extremely remote, and ſo 
eircumſtanced as not to be able to aſſiſt each 


other, or do not, by the trade and conſequent 
3nereaſe' of revenue they er pay for the 
expence they occaſion: 4 ſuch, perhaps, have 


been the operating defects that have occaſibned 
aur preſent Debt, and our comparative weakneſs 
'at' home ; while the Nations we now contend with 
are become Hronger, and menace no leſs than 
conqueſt of a Power very lately their ſuperior. 
Before we had Settlements in America, the Na- 
tion was able to carry its arms into the heurt of 
France, and that even while: Scotland Was hoſtile, 
and Ireland did not afford any aſſiſtance. In 
the infancy of our Colonies, Britain and Ireland 
were able to ſend great armies to the aſſiſtance of 
their Allies on the Continent of Europe. Till 
we extended ourſelves beyond due bounds, and by 
be laſt glorivus and ſucceſsful war, r1xz> upon 
ourſelves a Dept we ſhall never be able fairhy to 
diſburtheg 


Ay 


diſburthen ourſelves of, we! were great and 
reſpectable, and our. friendſhip was | courted: and 
Jaught after . | Upon. conſidering the reverſe 
which we now experience, may we not phiſically 
and fairly conclude; that our acquifitions have not 
made returns equal. to the expences they brought upon 
#5? as even before the American war ſo little 
could be done towards reducing the National 
Debt; and yet it ſeemed, a meaſure ſo neceſſary, 
that we, riſked. the experiment to relieve; our- 
ſelyes by taxing the; Colonies, the conſequences. of 
which no one yet knows the full entent. But we 
certainly now find the reyenues/ go but a little 
way towards the annual expenditure; and what 
return are we to expect for the furtber morigage 


2731 YL. 2 GO 230 0 24, 4201. Yo. 
, * The more than natural exertions in raiſing Supplies laſt 
War, produced the temporary effect the Conductor of it 
wiſhed, and raiſed him to n but the efforts he 
cauſed us to make, had the ſame effect that ebriety produces 
in the Natural Body. Under the firſt effects of liquor, the 
rſon can overcome the powers of men naturall nger ; 
ut that over, he is left languid and ſpiritleſs : whereas 
wniform and bounded meaſures in Government, and temperate 
and moderate exertions of the bodily powers, always Keep 
the. conſtitution of both in vigour. ; Had we, in the laſt war, 
been merely on the defenſive in America, and not ſoug 
after extent of territory, 'and. had we ated offenſively at 
ſea only, we might have carried on the war without en- 
creaſing our Debt, and might have enriched our Country 
with Commerce and the 5 of the Enemy, until we had 
worn - out their patience. But a War in the Eaſt and We 
Indies, Germany, Portugal, and America, Was more than 
could have continued-to ſupport ; and on that account, not- 
withſtanding all our ſuecelſes, we actually ſued for peace; 
whereas the auer gf their Nowal Forcd, and theigucite lo 
0 Trade, would have alone compelled them jo telinqu 
. heir conqueſts, and atk r TR 
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ſhips; for diſorder and confuſion would be 


5) 
The Houſe of Bourbon, that was reduced {6 
low by the laſt war, has been ring during the 
peace, although ſhe had been bereft of ome 
American Territory; a circumſtance worthy our 


particular attention, and which may ſerve to con- 


firm what had been often ſaid of Canada, that it 
was a perpetual drain upon France; and which 


may make us not obe- fond of trying to do more 


than detach America' from ber new friends; and 
not only acknowledge her Independence, but 
maintain it, by entering into Treaties of Alliance, 
which might ſecure. to us at the leaſt our former 
Iſlands in the Weſt-Tridies, and an open Trade. 
Peace would ſoon bring their ſhips to or ports, 


and diſcord would afſuredly take place between 
people nuriured under the wings of a free Govern- 


ment and the ſubjects of deſpots, as they profeſs 
principles of Religion and Politics diametricall 

oppoſite. With re ard to our conduct 3 
France and Spain, us but conciliate the affec- 
tions oy Sifter-Tfland, and we may ſet them 
at defiance, Our Fleet is ſtrong enough to act 


by detachment offenſively ;..and the Grand Fleet, 


without putting ail to che riſk by a battle with 


very ſuperior numbers only to try their proweſs, 


and without à preat#r del, is ſtrong enough 
to make them dread: the conſequences of their 
ſhips of war putting to ſea with a Fleet of 
Tranſports to make a deſcent. In ſuch caſe, 


upon 2. cha Boftile and wdl-prepared, the con- 


ſequences. of an adventutous and bold exertion 


of our naval force would very probably end 


in che deſtruction of numbers of their tranſports, 


* 


and not unlikely many of their link: of- battle 


more likely to take place among ſo great a num- 


the Powers of Europe will not intereſt the 


ber as they muſt conſiſt of, than among a ſmaller 
number, all fitted for offence, and whoſe buſineſs 
it would be to keep connected, and daſh into 
the midſt of their whole Fleet, knowing each 


individual ſhip equal to any one of the enemy. 


This is not, however, what is likely to happen; 
their object is of leſſer magnitude, and in whigh 


ſelyves. Minorca Gitralter may fall; Hut 
the conſequences, ſo far from being hurtit 

may be productiye of a- long . ſeries of peace 
years, and a ſaving to the Nation, m 
diminution of our Trade, At this time the r 

of Aſſurance is higher by far than when France 
had Minorca; and ſo it will always be when, we 
cannot have a Fleet in the Mediterranean; apd 


even Gibraltar loſes its uſe when our Fleet is not 
Juperior, . Y 31 | 139 Ql 
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TO che end that the war ſhould be 8805 
fort within the year, and not as heretofore 
Faſion an encreaſe of debt, and à future*di/a- 
| of reſources ; and at the fame time to oblige 
ple to feel the effects of war, ſo as not to be- 
et an opinion that we are growing rich, while 
Vente only raifing d bubble that muſt, if encreaſed, 
Fall Set, and become extinct (meaning the 
byernitnent Funds); 1 have written ſeveral 

Etters ſhewing theexpedrency, efficiency, and prac- 
WVitubility, as well as equity of taxing property only, 
in whatever ſhape it may appear; by which means 

the Manufacturers, Huſbandmen, and Latourers, 
will be exempted from furiber burthens, and ma 
with ſpirit, induſtry, and bodily exertion, both d 
fend and ſupport the State. I now ſum up all 

by faying, that the moſt obvious means of Sup- 

plies in my poor opinion are what follows: 

A contribution from the Creditors of Govern- 

ment, which being taken out of the Principal, 
will be /zghtly felt. : 1683 

A Tax upon the net produce of land and em- 

loyments, &c. &c. over and above the preſent 
Land- Tax, but proportioned exaly to the pro- 
duce, ſo that people will pay up to 48. in the 
Kerr and above it in the new. 

One per cent. upon money lent upon mort- 
gage, which will make Land and the Stocks 
proportionally better than money on mortgage, 
and conſequently operate to raiſe their value. 

; Wo. Two, 


C 2 ) 


Two, three, four, or five ſhillings on Inecures 
of every kind. 
A Tax to affe& x ateutecs, who by monopoly 
hurt cormmertte, 7 7 | 
A Tax on Protections from perſonal ſervice to 
be /o general, that all muſt act againſt the com- 
mon enemy, or pay to recruiting, ſubfiſtirg, and 
Military Penſion Funde: Admiralty- otections 
to be accounted for with the Clerks, 10 chat they 
have a reaſonable equivalent. 
The new Taxes will conſequently 0 with the. 
war, and the people in general be free from the 
— being ſuldued through want of reſources; 
the thirſt for congucſt (which, turned our heads 
laſt war) will — abated by refleCting on the ex- 
pence z and we ſhall ſeek peace from prudence 
rather than inability, or want of nd and ſpirit 
10 daſend e 
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15 will be \eaſy to prove to demonſtration, 

that hardly any offer of Peace can be ſo ruinous 
in the acceptance, as a longer continuance of the? 
war. While we are looking back with horror: 
on the heavy load of debt we have already con- 
tracted; and forward with the greateſt poſſible de- 
gree of apprehenfion of the conſequences' that 
too plainly is foreſeen of further debts, and have 
in view no attainable objef? to compenſate for a 
further mortgage of our property, but, on the 
contrary, a proſpect of an almoſt inevitable loſs 
of ſome more of our preſent poſſeſſions (from 
the diſparity of our force compared with that of 
France, Spain, and America united); what is it 
better than madneſs to perſiſt, eſpecially as there 
can be no doubt but that the Courts of Peterſ- 
burgh, Berlin, and Denmark, as well as the 
United Provinces, will lend their aid to hring on 
a Treaty, whereby our intereſt w. attended 
to and better ſupported now, than after a year or 
two more, when we may be ſunk lower than at 
the preſent, if not by loſs of Territory, yet moſt 
certainly by-the accumulation of the National 
Debt. There are none excepting Agents, Con- 
traftors, Commiſſaries, Jews, and Stock-Brokers, 
But what ſpeak and think as I do. Let then the 
L andholders look to themſelves, and inſtruct their 
Repreſentatives ; and let the Creditors of Go- 
vernment lizewiſe conſider how their property 


will fall in value by a continuance of this un- 
1 equal 


(5% )) 


1 War. It is upon property only that 
he weight muſt eventually fall; and the utmo 
care muſt be taken not to roceed beyond a cer. 
Pes n line in Taxation of the neceſſaries of life. 
rhaps we are arrived at the point beyond which 
we ought not to proceed ; and if fo, the call upon 
the Property muſt be in a dire? manner. Beware 
then that you be not Iike the deaf adder ; liſten 
time, or an enraged populace will probabl 
zive — at to the Stocks and to Taxes, an 
aveng mſelves of your inconfiderate, un- 
Feeling, and unwiſe conduct, in trying to narrow 
their —— 8 means of ſabhſtence, | 
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eluunhbns IAR. 02 HET WEI 11, ns 
UR preſent ſituation with regard to Ireland, 
demands the cloſeſt” attention of every 
thinking individual in both Iſlands; and the 
more ſo, from our ſituation with regard to other 
countries. There will not be wanting many who 
will blame Ireland for taking the advantage of the 
times, to obrain from us, inthe perplexities where- 
in toe are involved, what, at another” time, 7 
might diſpute with the” greater likelihood of 
evading. But if they are determined to keep 
within the line of moderation (provided we do not 
irritate them, by with- holding what we ought in 
leeres to gram), I do not ſce they are to be 
L 2 . condemned 
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this awful pauſe, let ihe epar 
m this, Country, what would be the Proxtinn.of 

theirs ? Hom woulꝗ they manga their Indepen- 
dency without a Navy r Soil, ſtate of Cultiva 

tion, Extent, Numbers and Situation (with regar. 
10 the Continent of Europe) being all in our favour ; 
whatever may be the fr/t effe&s of their detaching 
_ themſelves, chaſe mould all tend eventually to give 
us the advantage over them, both in peace and 

war; and therefore, excepting they would prefer 

being ſubordinate to a Continental Power, it can 
only e. by being“ united 40 us they cad ever 
full enjoy the bleſſings of peace, and the fruits 
ing ffem a Wwell-regulared commerce; and this 
have a right to demand. But as things 
that is, under the proteti ion of the 
provided. In ly the Panliament of . 1 
_ theyenjoy the benefit gf trade to foreign parts. 
3 and; are guarded: againſt invuſions; and as 7— 
i pare oh, ee ro gebint vp eg — 
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nd for dhe Weſt-India Ilands, are pur in 
reland,, it is but reaſonable to aſk, w 38. 
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ments, and heyy Sha glow wk the true and genuine 
warmth for the intereſts of their Siſter Stare. A 
Committee from the Iriſh Parliameht might, 


upon a conference with a Committee of ours, 


_ deviſe ſome equitable means of adjuſting dif- 
ferences, and providing for the general ſafety. 


Let not the ſubordination of the Iriſh Parliament 


be mentioned or be hinted at ; let it not become a 
qveſtion; ; it is too proud a diſtinction to claim, 
and too humiliating for them to acknowledge. 
Situate as this Country is in all reſpects, it is 


really ſuperior. in effect; but let us be content 


with the knowing it, without proclaiming it to 


Excite envy and heart-burnings, when both G. ® 


be the OI united, 
r n. 


Alte. | 
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Tue bat of the Pepi of this Country would 
not de benefited by. che moſt abject humiliation 

of Trefand. © Tbe Ng would have no prigter 


e than that King =O - athjiowledges 
m now to have; and all the difference would 
de, chat a ba Miniſter would have it thote in his 
power to reward the Majority in Parliament here 
dy Hinecures and impoſitions upon Ireland, fo 
ro bribe them to ſafictify all his meaſures, we 
they ever ſo unwiſe, unjuſt, wild, or extruvagant. 
Allo but Ireland to enjoy equal liberty with 
ourſebves, we need never fear but chat the will 
make a common'cauſe with us whenever we are 
attacked; for the will plainly ſee,” that to pre- 
ſerve ber liberty, ſhe muſt intereſt berſelf in cars; 
as Whatever Power ſhould prevail zgainſt us, 
' Would,” {bor after, reduce her: and, ſeparnted 
from us, ſhe would _ greater force rg 


i her upon any thing lite 4 rxESPECTABLE foot- 
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G ene aw Sherk 20 Vovember 20, 1779. 


IVES theft 2 wen in bie Majeſty's D6ali- 

; nions, that does not fee that this Kingdom 
2 ires immediate relief from the various dif- 
orders that attend its Political State? Who does 
not ſee that the wire has been drawn too fine, and 
that we had extended bürſelbes beyond the line 
of. diſcretion ? Is it not diſcoverable to all, that 
the returns from our acquiſitions of laſt war, have 
never anſwered the expence attending their Civil 
and Military *Eſtabliſhments ; and from that 
cauſe, with others co-operating, very little could 
be done in the time of the moſt profound Peace, 
towards diſhutthening ourſelves of the National 
Debt? Have we not, with all our ſucceſſes and 
acquiſitions” of former wars, been "continually 
mertgaging our Property here, to obtain an Ideal 
Property in 'a Country which may never again 
acknowledge our ſuperiority? Would we not 


account an individual a proper ſubjef? for Bedlam, - ' 


who would alienate his Property in Freehold 
Land, to purchaſe Quit-Rents'in'a diſtant Coun- 
try, the title to which was litigated, and where 
the people did not acknowledge the juriſdiction 
of our Courts ? Is not this Nation now in that 
ſtate with teſpect to America? Will it not always 
be the intereſt of France, Spain, and America; 
to act in concert until they have each r 
the object of their ſeveral purſuits? and would 
it not therefore be better to lool upon America 
as no longer under Parliamentary conirou! “ß 

| I 47 Will 
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Will Minorca ever be of the leaſt uſe to us 
while our Fleet is inferior, eſpecially as it is ac- 
knowledged — did 2 feel the want of it laſt war? 
Nay, is Gibraltar iti 4d ' We c us ? 
Will the holding of t _ A... ED ad- 
vantage of the Levant-Frade with France, who 
een 
nat. forcing Nature in ende a, Outing to rival herd 
in that. Trade ?. and are there not man . Neu | 
Ports in the Mediterranean, to which we may 
always carry our fiſh, &c. ? Do not all. other 
Maritime Powers trade in that fea without having, 
e 
a log Peace has not enabled us to leſſen, 
qur Peßt, is it not (as I have before ſaid) rcaſon- 
able. to ſuppoſe, ſeveral of our poſſeſſſons are 
nather burthenſome tha 
r 
from places o eiue 


and ſh 
pep of 
ation of intereſts with America ? and to do 


hich, what lengths ought, we not to go to regain 

thr af, before the entire udn of ur 
uufafturing Bodies? 1. 1 oo ooo 

* — W. na 81 this, from obſervations made 

upon the | ſpot, aſſerts, that neither Canada or 

Nora Scotia will ever make returns anſwerable t 

the Civil and Military Eſtabliſhments that vill 

be neceſſary, if the other Provinces e 
nenen 
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the year, and the other, although ſeemingly. ſo" 
well fituate for the fiſhery, that branch of com- 
merce has never yet come there to any height, 
owing to the dearneſs of proviſions, which is 
occaſioned by the ſea - coaſt being unfertile, and 
the parts that are otherwiſe being ſ% remote. In- 
tereſted people may probably maintain the con- 
trary; all the Eſtabliſhment of the Province 
will, perbapi, deny what is thus aſſerted (look 
for their motives among the Grants for its ſup- 
t ſince the year 1749) “; it is nevertheleſs ſo; 
and as the Iſle of Sable Bank is not looked upon 
as near ſo plentiful of fiſn, as the Grand Bank of 
Newfoundland, we muſt always find greater ad- 
vantage by the latter than the former, it _— 
ſo much nearer home, and the veſſels being all 
victualled from Ireland, and fitted out from Home. 
Add to which, thoſe unprofitable 1Poſſeſſions muſt 
ever occaſion contention about limits, in which the 
Americans, if they are ſeparated from us, muſt 
have the advantage ſtill more and more, whereas 
no ſuch diſputes can ariſe: concerning an Iſland 
ſuch as Newfoundl ang. 
In order to cultivate a perfect and laſting 
Friendſhip and Alliance with America, and to form 
a Natural Balance to the Famiq Compab, regain ' 
the . affettions f America at any rate, promote her 
becoming a Maritime Power, and\ſheiwill ſee it her 
Intereſt to thtow her weight into our ſtale; Dram 
out the Thorn from the ſide of Spain by giving 
her Gibraltar and Minorca for an eguivalnt; 


* The firſt ſeven years, . of the military eſtabliſi- 
ment, being 45,4861, 3 yet the Colony /angu;bed until the 
war brought out a vaſt force, and cauſed a treth circulation 
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didn that vain, rmfabftantial, ux Ack NOWLEDGED, 
and therefore ridiculaus title your K—— affumes, 
and the French may de ſatigicd ; if not, you will 
gain Allies, and have only them to contend with: 
America regarding us as their Natural Allies, and 
ſeeing us ſo heartily diſpoſed to remove every 
Rumbling Block, will readily return to their old 
2 if our Manufactories are not all broke 
up; and being nurtured under a limited Monarchy, 
may perliaps aft fora Prince of thei Family on the 
T brone ef Britain, as a Viceroy or Deputy of the So- 
vereign, by which they will unite their intereſts 
more ſtrongly: with ours, and repreſs the perhaps 
tos aſpiring hopes of ſome of their Leaders, wWno 
otherwiſe may involve them in confuſion. Thus 
all jarring intereſts may be reconciled a rm Fa - 
milly Compact eſtabliſned and their principal 
men may be gratiied according to their ſeveral 
. Pretenfiuns to rank and recedency; each Country | 
would contain within itſolf a complete 3 
anch leaning towards each other, like the rafters 
oſ a building; afford a mutual ſupport, and form 
a well- connected edifice, internally diftint?,, and 
_ outwardly beautiful, uniform, ſtrung, and barmonivus 
in itt prapartions, under one comprehenſive roof, 
with one general name, The Britifh To 
a liberal mind 2 Native of NacthaAmeiica and 
one born in the | bears, of the lis have 
equal natural rights; ſo a Native Briton, or a 
North - American, ought: to be pertectly. equal. 
The bright day of Britiſh: Glory: thu im wich 
a violent ſtorm, the careful Pilot muſt ſhorten 
ſail to. ſec ure the maſts, by which means the veſſel 
may wearher the dangers that ſeem to threaten” 
her, and be in a condition to take the bee 
of the, next propitious gale,” On the e 
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we do nat reef our ſails, and ſtrike our Top Gellant, 
we may loſe our lawes maſts, and the Veſſel of 
State become an ina#ive bulk, the ſport of the 
waves, or ee . 4:9 Pild oi 
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"LETTER. XXVIIL 


Ir greater Naval Force ſeeming ebe to allay Peoples 
© fears of an Invaſion, the we og. was ſent the 
0 Author to the KARL of Sax wien the 10th of Jaly laſt] 


"PROPOSAL for « NAVAL MILITIA, 


0 conſiſt of Volunteers who have been at 
ſea, but for various reaſons may have 
adopted another plan of life, yet might not be 
Coal ſerving for a limited ans upon our Qwn 
oaſts To be formed into Companies, conſiſt- 
ing of a Lieutenant, two Midſhipmen, one Boat- 
ſwain, Mate, and 70 Privates, with a Captain to 
every five Companies. 

To be employed only in caſh of a threatened 
invaſion ; in which caſe, to be embarked'on board 
ſuch ſhips as may be fitted only for Channel 
ſervice, Many ſuch being in their bottoms 
ſound, might be kept ready at Spithead, fitted 
with maſts, &c. one degree below their rate, and 
having good PRE would afford an 
excellent corps de reſerve. The Propoſer has 
himſelf been many years at ſea, has been twice 
diſmaſted, and has experienced that our ſhips 
"of war often ſail better with lefſer maſts than 
are ufually fitted to them; they are eaſier worked, 

| | and 


- 


# « 


— — 
— 
- A 


— — V—__ 


r . ee EE. RSS 
—_ — — — 


* 
and more manageable when under-maſted; and 


for defenſive ſervice, are fully as ſerviceable = as 


thoſe with their proper ſize according to the 
eſtabliſhment. Add to which, this Plan will 
ſuit eld ſhips, as they will not ſtrain ſo much in 
bad weather. 

The Officers to have only temporary rank and 
pay. The men td have conduct-money allowed, 
and to be aſſured of being kept upon Home- ſer- 
vice. Their families to be provided for, in 
Laß of being wounded or ſlain. | 

The aboye deſcription would, it is ſuppoſed, 
1 in a large number of men and ſhips, 
which would not be otherwiſe employed 1 in our 
* 

ight be required to have a ſmall num- 

del 65 Teamen kept conſtantiy on board the 

Mae to ſhew the new men the mode-of 

working 1 them; and they might be variouſly uſe- 

'fur as receptacles. for other ſhips. Een] 
while docking, e &c, &c. | 


„ s, Men might be bad to ſerve a un 
occaſicn, from an embargo, and a 8 ot all 
_ Halandnavigation'z the Juſtices furnithing borſes, 
and. ęven carriages, to convey the people (who 
had previouſſy engaged to dere) to the Poxe 
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JW IT H all poſſible 'reſpe to the ſentiments 


more experienced Men, the Author of the 
. foregoing Letters preſumes to offer it as his 


opinion, that we have probably been in an error in 


dropping ſuch Ships of the Line as were thoſe 


. 
5 
, 
of 
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of laſt war carrying 68 guns with 520 men, 


* 


ſuch as the Lancaſter, Orford, and Nertbumber- 


land, and ſubſtituting ſo many of 74 guns; as 
comparatively, and in a national ſcale, the former 
were perhaps better. T hey required $0 men leſs; 
drew leſs water; carried their ports as well; {ſtowed 
a greater quantity of proviſions in proportion to 


their complement ; were in Jeſs danger from 


taking the ground, being flatter floored, and for 


the ſame reaſon could approach the ſhore nearer 


to cover the landing of men or to attack batteries; 
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were what the Seamen call better. Sea- boats; 


required fs expenſive rigging and maſts, and 


are not apt to be injured /o much in either, both 


from their conſtruction, and their comparative 


_ lightneſs. They are more manageable (as the hu- 


man powers, by numbers being added, cannot be 


brought to act with proportionable effect upon ſuch. 


maſts, yards, cables, &c. as are extremely large); 
They are more eaſily docked and hove down, and 


are in leſs danger in ſhoal water, which may be 


made appear by the loſs of the Invincible and 
Mars, laſt war. 
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ips, and drawing 


; r. They being what the Seamen 
call long-legged, ſharp 15 
more water, were loſt, where ſhips: of the old 


©, conſtruction 
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conſtruction would have ſailed in ſafety ; 


add to which, in a high fea they fail bet- 
ter. The reaſons, it. is ſuppoſed, why the 
larger ſhips have obtained, are, that they are 
certainly more reſpectable from carrying more 
men and gtins, and ſailing better in /zzco;h weter ; 
and when upon a wind, are (in weather when the 

can carry fail) more. weatberly. All which 1 

granted; but numbers being wanted to rote 
. Iſlands, &c. and as the expenct᷑ in the 
various articles of rigging, timber, &c, bein 

zerhaps one-third more from their being al 
E the eme, and indeed hardly to be procured, 
it is but{reaſonable to ſtart the queſtion, Whe- 
ther the mall deficiency of guns might not be 
com penſated by the advantages bef6re-menion- 
ede And as What is advanced of the ſuperior 


quality of our old 50 gun ſhips-coincides with 


the opinion of one of our naſ favourite Admirals, 
perhaps the ſooner we return to the former Plan, 
the better; for we could in that caſe ſend mere 
thips of the line to ſea at the ſame expence we 

re now at, and without requiring a greater nuni. 


i; . 


er of ſeamen. 
THE E M D. 
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"Page 49, for Ju 25th, read Auguf 5b. 
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